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MX HE Deſign of this Addreſs-being - 
only to put you upon a ſerious and 
@ diligent Enquiry, into the Truth 
and Lawfulneſs of thoſe ſeveral- 
e Things which you profeſs and 
practite, and wherein other Chriſtians differ from 
you; to the Intent that you may fully ſatisfy your 
oyn Conſciences, either in retaining them, if, 
upon a full Examination of them, you find them 
to be right, or in rejecting them, in Caſe they 
ſhall manifeſtly appear to be wrong; I hope, 
that as many of you as ſhall meer with this Paper, 
will vouchſafe to read it with Attention and Pa- | 
tience; and that you will earneſtly beg of Gad' 
to open the Eyes of your Underſtanding, that 
you may clearly diſcern all ſuch Things as ars ot 
zrecable to his holy Will, and neceſſary to your 
own Salvation; And that no Prejudice or Pre- 
polleſſion of your Minds may prevail upon you 
u keep you in Erro bt ow np 
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II. If you refuſe or neglect to enquire into the 


Ground and Reaſon of the Reria6ion which | 


1 have embraced, and the ſeveral Parts and e 


4. 


| ſpeaks: Nor is it poſſible for any Man to dith 


moſt pernicious and dangerous Errors: Thel 


anches of it; Do not think, that it will excuſe 
you before God at the laſt Day, that your Parents M * 
or Friends brought you up in this Religion, 2 
which was profeſſed by your Fore-fathers; Or MW 
that your Spiritual Guides have thus taught you: MI 4 
For a Jew, a Turk, and a Heathen, may in the Ml © 
fame Manner excuſe themſelves to all Intents and C 


Purpoſes as well as you. God has given you Ml H 


rational Souls; and if you make uſe of your own Ml © 
Underſtanding; according to the beſt of your fe. of 
veral Capacities. to preſerve yourſelves, as well u Re 
you can, from thoſe Eyils or Calamities which WM 8" 
otherwiſe might, for want of Care, befal you in WM the 
this World; is there not much mote” Reaſon, ll er 


that you ſhould do the ſame where your preciou Wl 
Souls are, Stake? Look into your on Bible (i bis 
+ you ſuſpect the Truth of ours) and there you wil ſhi 
find St. Peter himſelf giving you a Charge th ler 
you ſhould always be prepared to give Satisfagm Gal 
to-every one who aſteth you a Reaſon of the Hope that Wil >** 
is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 5. In like Manner St. Pau ur 
directs you to prove [or try] all things, and ſl © © 
hold fuſt that which is good: 1 Theſſ. v. 21 fo fi 
And St. John, in as plain Words as may be, uff 
ſays unto you and to all Chriſtians, Balu d © 
believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whethif to n 
they are of God : For that many falſe Prophuts a e. 
gone out into the World,” 1 John iv. 1. Many that abſol 


are, and always have been, who under Pretend 
of teaching the true Religion, have broachel 


are the falſe Prophets of which St. John hes 
Fs 


E 


guiſn them from true Prophets, or Teachers, 
except he tries, examines, and ſearches into their 
Doctrine, that he may thereby find whether they 
are guided by the Spirit of God, or whether they - 
are under a Spirit of Deluſion. It is not enough 

for a Man to fay (as I have heard ſome of you 
ſay) I am guided by my Spiritual Paſtor ; I belieye 

2s the Church believes, and if I am in Error, the 
Church muſt anſwer for it; the Church is my 
Hoſtage and Security with God; with other ſuch 


Esxpreſſions, too common in the Mouths of many 
of you; who chuſe rather to take their whole 
Religion upon the Credit of their Prieſt, than to 
Live themſelves a little Trouble in enquiring into 
dhe Truth of it. For every Man muſt anſwer 

for himſelf to God: Every Man: ſball bear hies 
vo. Burden: And therefore let every Man prove 


bis an Work, [his own Actions, his own Wor- 
ſhip, his own Religion] and then ſball he have Glu : 
lor rejoicing] i himſelf alone, and not in another. 283 
Gal. vi. 4, 5. God, who is infinitely good and = 
gracious, requires nothing from us that is beyond 
our Ability to perform ; But as far as every Man 
5 capable of learning and underſtanding his Will, 
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160 far our own Reaſon as well as the holy Scripture, _ 
" luficiently informs us, that it is our Duty diligently 
e enquire after it: He being our Supreme Lord, 


to whom we his Creatures are indebted for all that 
we are, and all that we have; and under whoſe 
abſolute Power and Dominion the whole Univerſe 
with every thing therein for ever was, and is, 
d ſhall be VO LL en 
III. When a Few, a Turk, or a Pagan, or 
pny Perſon who bas been brought up in In- 
&lity, is converted to the true Faith; before he 
5 received and made a Member of the Church of UE. 
rift, it bas always and every where been the - 
a 3 | | Practice... 


* 65 


r 

Practice, that at the Time of his Baptiſm, he ſhould 
ſolemnly make a Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and a Promiſe of Chriſtian Obedience. The Way of 


» 
1 
. 
. 
* 


doing this, has uſually been, and ſtill continues to be, 
by returning a proper Anſwer to certain Queſtions, 


which for that Purpoſe are appointed to be put to 
him : And when an Infant is brought by his Chriſtian 
Parents or Friends to be baptized, his Sure. 
ties (whom we commonly call Godfathers and 
Godmothers) do in his Name make the like 
Anſwers to the fame Queſtions, as a Se- 
curity to the, Church, that the CI I 
fhall be brought up in the ſame Faich and Re- 
ligion, If therefore yqu would know, what that 
Faith and Religion is into. which you have all 
been baptized, and thereby made Members of 
Chri/”s Holy Church, and Heirs of eternal Salvi. 
tion; I deſire you would only read the Office of Bjp- 
tiſm, as it is ſet down in the Ritual of your own 
Church, and there you will find what Anſwen 
you, or your Sureties in your Name, were requi- 
red to make to the Queſtions. then propoſed 
to you; which will fully inform you. what that 
Faith or Religion is, which your own Church 
muſt allow to be ſufficient in order to eternal Sil. 
vation; becauſe ſhe requires no more from an) 
Man in order to his being received as a true 

Member of the Chriſtian Church, by the holy 
- Sacrament of Baptiſm. And becauſe this Matter 
is a little more fully expreſſed in the Order ior 
baptizing Perſons who are of Age, than in that 
for the Baptiſm of Infants; I ſhall from thence 
faithfully tranſlate all thoſe ſame Queſtions and 
Anſwers, and then refer them to your feriow 
Conſideration: Nor will I conceal any ching 
which is there added. for the better dae 0 
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ES i Os 5 
eier the Queſtions which are propoſed, or the 
- MW Anſwers that are required to be returned to 
IV. For Example then; Let us now ſuppoſe, ' 
* that a Perſon from his Infancy brought up in 
0 Þ:athen Jdolatry, ſhould be fo far perſuaded of 
n MW the Truth of Chriſtianity, as to become a Con- 
vert to it, and ſhould apply to a Prieſt of the Church 
of Rome, to the Intent, that he might be received 
into the Church by Baptiſm: The Roman Ritual, 
publiſhed by the Pope's Authority, (which in theſe 
Caſes is allowed to be the Rule whereby every 
ſuch Prieſt is to be dire&ted) the Roman Ri- 
tual, I fay, in the firſt place orders, (and that ve- 
ry rightly) that ſuch Convert ſhould be diligently } 
inſlrufted in the Chriſtian Faith, and the Rules c ö 
holy Living, and ſhould for ſome Days be exerciſed | 
in Works of Piety; that his Will and Purpoſe 
ſhould of ten be enquired into; and that he ſhould not 
be baptized, without ſufficient oF ia om and Know- 
ledge, and by his own free Will and Conſent. And 
that ſuch his Inſtruction, Knowledge, Will and = 
Conſent may openly appear, ſo as to give Satisfac- 
tion to the Church, into which he is to be re- 
ceived, that he is a ſincere: Convert, and a true 
Chriſtian; the Prieſt is required, before he bap- 
tizes him, to put the following Queſtions to him, 
and the Convert to return ſuch Anſwers as are 
here ſubjoined to the ſeveral Queſtions. 
Prieſt. By what Name art thou called? 
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Convert, N. 5 
„ 0 | V. is put for the 
Pr teſt, N. What deſiręſi thou of the Chriftian Name 
Church 9 | which the Con- 
Convert. Faitb? 5 vert takes, 


Prieſt. Nhat does Faith procure for you? [Fides 
quid tibi preflat?} TTT nd 07 ER 
Convert. Eternal Lie. 
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mes IF thou W have Eternal Life, kettle 


Commandments. - Thou ſhalt Love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with. all thy Sql, 
and with all thy Mind, and thy Neighbour a; 


* thyſelf. On theſe ttb Commandaiants the wholh 


Law depends, and the Prophets. Now. Faith 
is, that thou ſbouldeſt worſhip one God in Trinit 
| and the Trinity in Unity, nei then confounding h 
Perſons, nor dividing the Subſtance. For there i 
one Perſon of the Father, another of the Son, and 
another of the Holy Ghoſt ; But the e Subſlance of 
Theſe three, is one, and but one Divinity. 
Prieſt. N. Dot thou renounce Satan. 2 


Sonvert. I renounce him. 
Prieſt. And all his: Worts? 


Convert. I renounce them. 1 0 


Prieſt. And all his Pomp? e 5 
Convert. J renounce them. 
Prieſt. Dof? thou believe in God the Futbel Ali he 


4 


ty, the Creator of Heaven and £ arth ; 7 
Convert. I Believe. 


Prieſt. And dot thou believe in Jeſus Chrif bit 


only Son, our Lord, who © Was 8 EP fu . 
fered? 

Convert. 1 Believe: 

Prieſt, And doſt thou ! in the Holy Ghoſh the 
Holy Catholic, Church, the Communion of Saints, 
the Remi ſſion of Sins) the Refurrettien 15 th 

Fleſh, and eternal Lis 5 | 

Con vert. I believe. 


V. In the Order for ini Bupriſn as 


well to Infants as to Perſons who are of Age, % | 


it is fer down in the Roman Ritual, there are di- 
vers Things. which are liable to very juſt Excep 


tion; of which 1 here take no > Notice: "ou only 
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) W Members of the Roman ' Communion are baptized. 
But as I paſs along, I cannot but obſerve, that 
when the Prieſt makes the Sign of the Croſs 
upon the Forehead and Breaſt of ſuch a Con- 
vert as I am now ſpeaking of; . amongſt other 
Things which he ſays. to him, to exhort him to a 
holy Life, he bids him abhor dels, and reet# 

Images, ¶ Horreſce Idola, reſpue Simulacra] which 
[ think, is hardly to be reconciled with the Prac- 


which ſhe profeſſes and avows: It being expreſly 
made an Article of Faith in that Church, that 
Honour and Veneration is due and to be given to the 
Images of Ghrift, the Virgin Mary, and the other 
Saints; Nor does it appear, that the Heathens 
themſelves paid greater Worſhip to their Images, 
than what 1s. maintained and 
Countries where the Roman Religion is eſtabliſhed. 


Imago have not exactly the ſame Signification: 
For Anſwer to which, I need only refer you to a 


Matters of Faith and Religion, upon which: the 
the Salvation of our Souls depends. Bur I muft 
return to the Point which I am now upon: 

VI. That the Church may be the better fatisfied 
that the Convert is ſincere in his Profeſſion of the 


to ſay the Lord's Prayer : Soon after which, the 
Prieſt puts the ſame' Queſtions to him, touching 
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egza at preſent being (25 I have faid)- to e 
what that Faith and Religion is, i nto which all 


ctice of the Church of Rome, or with the Faith, 
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practiſed in thoſe 
Some perhaps will tell you, that Szmulacrum and 


Latin Dictionary. Or if there ſhould be ſome 
ſmall Difference in the Signification of theſe two 
Words, (as I profeſs I can find none) yet this 

would be but a poor Diſtinction to rely upon in 


Chriſtian Faith, he is required to repeat the 
Apoſtles Creed together wich the Prieſt, and alſo. 8 
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his renouncing of Saran with all his Works ind 1 ** 
Pomps, and his Belief of the Articles of the . 
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Chriſtian Faith, and receives the ſame Anſwers, - 
as was done before: And then further aſks. 17 


Prieſt. N. what doft thou 4 grill 
WR v 

Prieſt. Wilt thou be baptized? ' Us, 
Gaver. 7 wh nth fn IR I vn 


| And then the Prieſt baptizes him with Water, I * ” 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of | 


1 the Holy Ghoſt: ' By which he is admitted as a = 
Member of the Church of Chriſt. - © daly 
VII. I need not here ſtand to give you any ful · WM 


ler Account of this Order for adminiſtring Bip. es 
riſm; of which you may fully ſatisfy vour- 


ſelves by having Recourſe to the Roman Ri. * 
tual; and ſuch of you as do not underſtand , 
the Latin Tongue, may have it interpreted to WF .. 
you by any of your Clergy. But what I have N oyn 

no faithfully extracted out of it, is ſufficient to WW. 

ſhew, what that Faith and Religion is, upon WW. 

the Profe ſſion of which alone, every Perſon is, U 
by the Sacrament of Baptiſm, to be admitted as 2 10 
Member of your own Church;and when an Im be 

fant is brought to be baptized, his Sureries in his WW 

Name make the very ſame, and no other Pro- C, 
feſſion. . e Cre 

VIII. Now here I beſeech you to obſerve, gan 


kat in all this there is not the leaſt Word or In- ther 
 - timation of the Pope or his Supremacy, the Pn. 
eminence of the Church of Rome abeue all other ef, 
Churches, the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, the 
Sacrifice of the Maſs, the Monſbipping of the Huh 


the Communian under one Kind, or Species 7 
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the Doctrine of Purgatory, _ with Maſſes and Pray- 
ers for the Dead, Indul gences, Praying to Saints, 


5 


— 


furicular Confeſſion to a Prieſt, Pennance, Pil 
grinages; or of any Point whatever, which at 
this Time is controverted between you and 


of Seven Sacraments, . and neither more nor fewer, 


us, If then neither the Profeſſion nor Belief of 


any of theſe Things is required as neceſſary to 
qulify any Man to be baptized and received as 
a true Member of Chris Church; Is it not 
moſt proper for you to examine and demand by 
what Authority they are impoſed upon you to be 
believed and received as neceſlary to eternal 
dalyarion? Can any thing be neceſſary to Salva- 


of Salvation) does not require from us? Or if God 


Things from us; why are they not expreſſed, or 
a leaſt ſufficiently implied in that Profeſſion, 
which every Chriſtian is required, either in his 
own Perſon, (or if he be an Infant) by his Sureties 


Gri/'s Church by Baptiſm ? 


; IX. The only Anſwer to this Difficulty, that 
. could ever meet with from any of you, is, That 


tho" theſe Things are not 


re ll ſufficrently implied in that one Article of the 


lath:1c Church, which makes a Part of the Apr 24; 
Cr ed, 45 aKes 2 Part of the Apoſtles 


fan to believe as the 
therefore when 


ny Catholick Church, you therein profeſs the Be- 


lef of all theſe Things which the Church 
ngs n (you ſa 

believes, and has accordingly defined: 88 

Reaſon there are very few of you, th 


Morſpipping of Images and Relicks; the Number j 


tion, which God (the only Author and Giver 


does thus require the Belief and Profeſſion of theſe 


to make, when he is received as a Member ot 


here expreſſed; yet they 


he Church believes; and that 
you profeſs, that you believe the 


For which 
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But if this be a good Anſwer, what Neceſ. 


make Profeſſion of any other Article of Faith, be- ( 


that a Chriſtian, at the Time of his. Baptiſm, or 
his Sureties for him, ſhauld make Profeſſion of D 
Jome other Articles of Faith beſide this one; Why 
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yourſelves the Trouble of making any farther En. 


quiry into the particular Points of your. Faith. a 


ſity can there be for a Chriftian, at the Time 
of his Baptiſm, or indeed at any other Time, to 


ſide this of the Holy Catholic Church, in which (ac. 
cording to this Doctrine) all the reſt are ſufficient. ( 
ly implied and contained? or if it be neceſſary, 


not of all of them? Or what Reaſon can be given, h. 
why the Profeſſion of | Faith, publiſhed by Pope 
Pius IV. in the Year 1564, and now. univerklly 
received and owned by the Church ef Rome, vil 5. 
the true Catholic Faith, out of which no Mail . 
ran be ſaved, (as it is there expreſſed) why this 


Profeſſion of Faith (J ſay) ſhould not, every 4r- ” 
Zicle of it, be made at the Time of Baptiſm ? In. a 

© deed the Matter ſeems very plainly to ſpeak for i ex. 
itſelf, that great Numbers of learned Men of the ol 


Roman Communion, know very well, the % 
the latter Part of Pope Pius Profeſſion of Fail ll +» 


which we reject, was no Part of the Faith of they pi 


ancient Chriſtian Church; and therefore the G0. ne: 
vernors of your Church dare not. make it a P con 
of the Bapti/mal Profeſſion, leſt, by ſuch an lu 
novation, they ſhould give Occaſion for a Schiln 
amongſt yourſelves, which, every Man may ie 
would ſoon be the Conſequence of the Intie 
duction of ſuch a Practice. „ 

X. In the Converſation which I have had wil 
divers Perſons of your Perſuaſion; finding then 


always to ground their Religion upon the Autvoul . . 
rity of the Church, which, they ſay, is an fag. 50 


bie Guide, that cannot err in Matters of a 


| 0 13 1. 
| have often aſked them what they men by the 
| Ciurch 2 To which ſome have anſwered, that 
they mean, the Pope and the Cardinals; ſorne that 
they mean the Clergy; ſome, 4 General Council; 
and ſome, the Pope, and a' General Council in 1 
CmjuntTion 3 bur not one that I have happened to 
meet with, has given me that Account of 10 
Church which is ſer down in your own : Catechiſm, 
commonly called the Roman Catechiſm, publith- 
ed by the Pope's Authority, 'in Purluince of a 
Decree of the Council of Trent, for the Inſtruction 
of all Pariſh-Prieſts, and as a Direction to them, 
how they ought to inſtruct their People: And 
indeed it has aſtoniſned me ſometimes to meet 
with Men in other Things of good Senſe, wo 
have no right Notion of this important and fun- 
damental Doctrine, upon which they ground all 
their Hope of Salvation. I beſeech you therefore, | 
in the Fear of God, with Patience and Attention, | 
lo read and conſider what I ſhall here faithfully 
extract out of this Catechiſm concerning the Ex- 
plication of this Article of the Kae Creed, p 
b:lieve the holy Catholick Church. 
XI. And here I think it proper, in this Grit 
Place, to take Notice of what is there laſt of all 
mentioned. And I do it in order to remove a 
common Error or Prejudice. which has poſſeſſed 
the Minds of many, if not moſt of you. Some 
of you, with whom I have diſcourſed, have ar- 
gued after this Manner: % As we believe in God 
6 the Father, in God the Son, and in God” the 
? Holy Ghoſt; ſo we believe in the Holy Ca- 
 holick Church: And this you, as well as we, 
 Profels to be the Chriſtian Faith: And does 
dot this plainly ſhew, that we are ro give the 
* lame Credit and-Belief to what the Church de- 
B 15 « nes 


< Fines or declares, as if it had been immediately 


of which it is taken, is of uncontradicted Autho- 


by 


7 


7 140 


«& delivered by God himſelf?“ After this man. ft 
ner, I ſay, I have known ſome of you to argue; 


and, as far as I can find, the very ſame Notion C 
| ſeems to have taken place in the Minds of moſt 5 
if not all of you. But this authentic# Catechiſm iy 
of your own, out of which your Prieſts are re- G 
quired to inſtruct you, will teach you a very dif- ta 


ferent Leſſon. I will ſer down the Words of it :. 
fiſt in Latin, for the Satisfaction of ſuch of you xs bt 


underſtand that Language, and then faithfully | 
render them into Engliſb, that you may be con- 5, 
vinced I do not deceive you. Thus then your Fi 


ewn Catechiſm ſpeaks, Unam igitur Eccleſiam Sanc- ur 
tam, & Catholicam eſſe, neceſſaris credendum e. ſh 


| Tres enim Trinitatis per ſanas, Patrem, & Filiun, . 


& Spiritum Sanctum, ita credimus, ut in eis fidm WM 1 
noftram collocemus. Nunc autem, mutata dicend; 1 


ferma, Sandtam, & non in Sauctam Hrelhſian, C 


credere profitemur ; ut, hac etiam diverſa loquens C. 
ratione, Deus emnium eſfector a creatis rebus diſtin. Wh |y 


guatur. In Engliſh thus, It is therefore neceſſary) WM 10 


to believe, that there is one Holy and Cathalick are 
Church. For ꝛue ſo believe the three Perſons of the pla 
Trinity, the Father, and the Son, and the, Hoh 


(rho/t, that in them tbe place our Faith: But now, the x 


Ferm of Speaking being altered. ꝛue profeſs to believe anc 
the Holy Church, but not to believe in it; that h 
this different Way of Eæpreſſian, God, the Maler 
of all Things, may be diflinguiſhed from the Cred- 
tures, I think this Paſſage, if well conſidered, 
might go a great Way to put an End to all Con- 
troverſies that are between us: The Catechiſm, out 


riry in the Church of Rome, and therefore [ cl 
dpon you, in the Name of God, and ok you 
4 pe | 8 | | ob 
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own Church, to 3 with Attention to this 


important Doctrine, which, out of it, I here di- 


ſtinctly lay before you. 


XII. We are taught | by it Y rin the Apoſtles 
Creed, which both you and we receive) to believe 


in G⁰⁴ the Father: We are alſo taught to believe | 


in God the Son: And we are taught to believe in 
Gud the Holy Ghoſt. In this Holy Trinity we are 
taught to place our Faith. | But we are expreſly 


taught not to believe in the Haly Catholick Church, 


but only to believe that there is ane Holy and Catholic 
Church; and the Reaſon given for this different 
Sort of Belief is molt ſtrong and unanſwerable: 
For the whole Body of the Church being made 
up out of Mankind, who are all Creatures; if we 
ſhould believe in the Church, as we believe in the 
El:ſjed Trinity, we ſhould not make a ſufficient 
Difference between God and his Creatures. This 
is the plain and ſound Doctrine of your Church's 
Catechiſm, and if your Clergy, who have the 


ly inſtruct you in it; but ſuffer you, or any of 


are to believe in the Holy Cathalick Church; it is 
plain that they do not 455 faichfully by you. 
XIII. When any Doctrine plainly appears to be 
delivered in thoſe Holy Scriptures, which both you 
and we acknowledge to be the ord. of God; this 


we muſt all own to be the Doctrine of Ged; nor 


can we entertain the leaſt Doubt of the Truck” of 
ſuch Doctrine; becauſe we believe in God, and in 


exprelly reaches: But when the Church delivers a 


received i it from Gd, For otherwile we ſhould place 
Dx: our 


Gel we are to place our Faith, as your Cathichiſm 


- 


Care of your Souls, do not diſtinctly and diligent- 


you, to remain in an erroneous Opinion, that vou 


Doctrine, we are not to receive it as a Doctrine of 
Faith, until it appears that the Church herſelf has ſo 


e ] 
eur Faith in the Church; we ſhould Believe IN th; 
Church; which the ſame Catechiſm, as plaimy 23 N 
Words can make it, tells us, we are by no Mezn; te 
to do; and that if we ſhould do fo, we ſhould Ml c 
not as we ought to do, ſufficiently 4% inguiſb be. A. 
tween Coil and his Creature. 5 
XIV. This Matter, I think, is as clear as the M i 
Light at Noon-day : And therefore you. muſt ei. Ml kn 
ther deny the plain Doctrine of your Catechiſm; WM wi 
or elſe you muſt never receive any Doctrine of ll pl. 
Faith upon the Authority of the Church, until you be 
are ſome other Way convinced, that God has de. Wl : 
Iivered it, as a Doctrine of Faith, unto the Church Wl Ve 
herſelf. 8 5 V 
XV. Here then we are ready to put the whole Ml : 
Controverſy between you and us upon this fair / 
and clear Iſſue: Let your Church bring {ufficient 207 
Proof that ſhe has received all the latter Part of WM «r: 
Pope Pius's Profeſſion of Faith from God himſelf; Ml ©: 
And if ſhe can do lo (as it is plain ſhe never can) Ml t 
we ſhall be ready to join with her in the ſame / 
Profiſſion: But as long as this is not done (nor, il of 
again I {ay it, can ever be done) I beſeech you WI the 
in the Name of God, not to deceive yourſelves, ¶ ver 
by embracing ſuch Things upon the bare Autho- e, 
rity of your Church, without enquiring farther into Wl U. 
the Truth of them. Or, if you are reſolved oer 
ſhut your Eyes, and to give yourſelves up to the tu): 
Conduct of the Guides which you have made 
choice of; you ought not to be fo unreaſonable 
as ever to expect, that thoſe who walk with thei 
Eyes open, and make Ule of the Underſtanding 
which God has given them, to diſtinguiſh between 
Truth and Error, will ever run the manifeſt Ie 
zard of their eternal Salvation, to bear you Cor 


yy” vil 


XVI. Having thus fairly laid before you the 

| Nature of that Belief, which your own Catechiſm 

WY teacherh you to have [not, in, but] of the Holy 
WH Catholick Church; I befeech you to hearken with» 
Attention, whilſt out of the fame Catechiſm, 1 
new you what this Holy Catholic“ Church is, 
which you are thus required to believe or ac- 
knowledge. And here not to take up your Time 
wich Things which not neceſſary) you are there 
plainly told, in the Words of St. Auguſtine, That 
the Church is [God's] faithful People difperſed 
through the whole World. That of this Charch 
there are two Parts, the Triumphant and the Milt 
tant, The Triumphant is the Company of the Bleſj- 
ed in Heaven, The Militant Church is the. Company 
of all the Faithful who live upon the Earth. That 
wicked Men, together with thoſe who are righteous, 
are included in the Church; whom* God can and 
will diſtinguiſb one from the other, although we can- 
vt always do it with Certainty : That in this Article 


ne i he Creed, The Church fignifies the Multitude bath 
, gd and bad Hen (meaning ſuch as profeſs 
ou i the true Faith and Religion) and not only the Go- 
„ Lernors, but alſo the People, whoſe Duty it is to 
0- %%%. That the Church is Catholick, that is to ſay, 


Uuverſal, becauſe it is not confined to one' Kingdom, 
or one fort of Men, but takes in all; and that all 
Who have, or do, of ſhall profeſs the true "Faith, 
from Adam to the End of the World, belong to the 
fame Church; which. all who defire eternal Salva- 
on, ought to hold and embrace. This then js the 
Catholick Church, which the Apoſtles Creed and 
your own Catechiſm teach you to believe. Tr con- 
its not of the Clergy alone, either in Council or 
ocherwiſe, (as many of you, without farther en- 
during, ſeem to think) but is made up of the 

EE whole 


6 


ö ö 
whole Company of true Believers,  Laity as well 
as Clergy, It is not (as: your Catechiſm: expreſſy 
teaches) confined to the Limits of one Kingdom, or 
of one fort of Men: But all Men, Barbarians, 
 Secythians, Servants, Freemen, Males and Fe 

males are comprehended in it. Provided always, 
that they embrace the true Faith and Religion 
{for this is ever to be.underſtood) neither are any 
Per ſons excluded out of it; except Infidels who never 
were in it, . Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, who 
haue departed from it, and ' thoſe who, by its Judg- 
ment, are excommunicate and caſt out of its Cons 
, Re ret TO. 
XVII. Your Catechiſm: indeed farther teaches 
you, that, as this holy Catholick Church is, by 
one Faith and one Baptiſm, made one Body under 
one Lord and Governor, Jeſus Chriſt, ' whom God 
bas made the inviſible Head of His Church; ſo is 
there alſo a viſible Head and Governor of it upon 
the Earth, That is to fay, the Biſbop of Rome, who 
(as it is pretended) is the lawful Succeſſor, St. Pe. 
ter, Prince of the Apoſtles; and that it is the uns- 
aimous Opinion of all the Fathers, that this vijibi 
Head is neceſſary in order to the ſettling and pre 
ferving the Church's Unity. But the few Sen- 
tences that are produced out of ſome. of the Fi 
thers in order to ſhew this to be the unanimuis 
Opinion of them all, are far ſhort of proving whit 
they are brought for; as might. eaſily be ſhewn, 
if it were my preſent Purpoſe to enter into that 
Controverſy. And indeed the Words of St. Cy- 
prian, as they are there quoted, are ſufficient 0) 
themſelves (if they are allowed of) for ever 10 
overthrow all the Pretenſions of the Pape ot Br 
ſnop of Rome's being the viſible Head and Gm: 
ner of the Catholick Church; except he 1 
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ſome other Foundation for it, than that of his 
being the Szccefſor of St. Peter. For whatever 


honourable Mention the ancient Fathers may 
ſometimes make of St. Peter, as being a very emi- 
nent Apoſtle, or of the Biſhop of Rome, as being 


his Succeſfor (if really he be fo) and Biſhop 


of the chief City of the ' greateſt Empire in the 
World: yet St. Cyprzan, as he is here quoted, in ex- 
preſs Terms, grants that our Bleſſed Saviour, 
after his Reſurreftton gave equal Power to all the 
Aheſtles. Quamvis Apoftolts omnibus, paſt Reſur- 


rectionem ſuum, parem poteſtatem tribuat, & dicat, 


ficut miſit me Pater, & ego mitto vos: Accipiti 


Spiritum Sanctum, &c. If then Chriſt gave equal 
Power to all the Apoſtles, it is plain that he gave 


no more Power to St. Peter than what he did 
to every other Apoſtle ; and conſequently, that 
St. Peter had no more Government over the 


Church than what each of the other Apoſtles 


was intitled to; nor is therefore to be looked 


upon as the Angle Head or Governor of the whale 


Church, 77 25 i: 61-8 
XVIII. The Word Catholic# is taker from 


| the Greet, and ſignifies exactly the ſame with uni- 
ver ſal, which is a Word derived from the Latin. 


As the Catholick Church therefore is nothing elſe 


but the Univerſal Church of all Ages and Places, 


and accordingly is fo deſcribed in your own Cate- 


| iſm, as] have ſhewn you; ſothe Catholick Faith 


neither is, nor can be, any other thing but 
ibe Univerſal Faith of the Univerſal Church : And 
if any Point of Doctrine has been received and 


taught only by 4 Part of the Catholick Church, .- 1 


this cannot be ſufficient to make it become an 


an Article of the Catholick ar Univerſal Faith, It 
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is on all Hands acknowledged, that before the 
coming of Chr:i/t into the World, ſome Points 
of Faith were not fo clearly and fully made known 
to the Church of God as they have been ſince: 
Of which therefore there are only ſome obſcure 
and imperfect Footſteps and Repreſentations in the 
old Law and the Prophets. But when Jeſus Chriſt 
brought the clear Light of the Goſpel into-the 
World he thereby made all theſe Things ſo far 
manifeſt, as he required the Belief of us; and his 
Apoſtles after him, being faithful Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God, taught every thing that was 
neceſſary to be known unto the Church; nor did 
they ſhun to declare unto them all the Council of God; 
as St. Paul ſays of himſelf, Act. xx. 27. If there- 
fore you would know what the true and complete 
Catholic Faith is, look back to the Apoſtles them- W m 
ſelves, and learn from their own Writings, what Wl to 
that Faith is which was once by them] delivered Wi C 
to the Saints; Jude iii. What are thoſe Do- C 
ctrines which they themſelves taught and preach- of 
ed, and required to be received and believed C 
by all Chriſtians. For this, and nothing elle, m 
is to be look'd on as the Catholic or Uni. D 
ver ſal Faith of the Catholick or Univerſal Church, cc 
of all Ages and Places. In all the Ages of ce 
of the Chriſtian Church, there have been Men tie 
(and ſome of them Men of Piery and Learning) f 
who have taught and maintained ſeveral Opinions, p. 
ſome of which are manifeſtly falſe; and the „ 
= ſome of them may appear to be probable, or, 1 N 
| may be, true; yet no ſuch Opinion is to be e. to 
F ceived as an Article of the Catholict or Univer/a WM tb 
= — Faith, or the Belief of it to be owned as necetlary Wl be 
to eternal Salvation, except it appears to — 5 
. „ f 


/ 


— 


a 


been ſo taught by the Apoſtles and firſt. Preachers 
of the Goſpel. 3757 TT TT RT RY 
XIX. By this plain Rule, I befeech ybu all, to 
make Tryal of all thoſe Additions which Pope 
Pius has made to the ancient Catholrck Faitb. The 
Apoſtles Creed, J fay, contains all that Faith, the 
proſeſſion of which is, even by your own Church, 
required, in order to Baptiſm; as I have already 
ſhewn you. The Miene Creed (as it is uſually call - 
ed) explains the Apoſtles Creed in ſome Points, but 
mekes no Addition to it: and this was the bnly 
Creed in which your own Council of Trent made 
| Profeſſion of their Faith when they began to ſit; 
2s appears from the publick Acts of that Council. 
The Athanaſian Creed is a fuller Explication of 
ſome of the Doctrines contained in the two for- 
mer Creeds; but does not ſo much as pretend 
to add any new one to them, nor was any other 
Creed or Profeſſion of Faith required even by the 
Church of Rome, for many Ages after the coming 
of Chriſt, except theſe Three. Bur after the 
Council of Trent had taken upon itſelf to deter- 
mine many other Points, not only as Points of 
Doctrine, which they would not allow to be 
contradicted, but as Matters of Faith and ne- 
ceſſary to be believed in order to eternal Salva- 
tion; in the Year 1564, Pope Pius IV. in Pur- 
ſuance of the Determinations of this Council, 
publiſhes a new Profz/ſion of what he calls h 
true Catholick Faith, in which he firſt recites the 
Meene Creed, and then adds many other Articles 
to it, (which you will find faithfully tranſlated at 
te End of this Addreſs) all which taken together 

he calls the true Catholick Faith, without which no 
Han can be ſaved, and binds the Biſhops and 
Cergy of his Church, under a ſolemn Oxth 
| . 
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themſelves to make Profeſſion of ; it, and to teach 


7 the ſame to the People committed to their Care. tur 


XX. Here then I beſeech you all, carefully to wi 


"read . over theſe Addictions, and to try them ST: BY 
the plain Rule which J have laid down, whether I '-" 


they are to be looked upon as part of the Catholic ¶ an 


Univerſal Faith of the Gathalick or Univerſal Church, WM teac 
in all Ages and Places from the Days of be 


Apoſtles to this preſent Time. Your Doctors and the! 
learned Men have taken much Pains to pick up ſome der 
ſcattered Sentences here and there out of the Fx the 
thers or ancient Writers of the Church, which they WI/'' 
generally miſinterpret to give ſome Countenance Or 
to theſe their Doctrines: But the Queſtion here ad 


is not what was the Opinion of theſe or any of We 


theſe ancient Writers or Fathers: For it is wel 70 
known, that they had private Opinions of their 
- own, in ſome of which they were ſometimes mi. 
ſtaken; nor is even the private Opinion of 
Writer to be gathered from ſome Rhetorical d 
figurative Expreſſions, which it is well known, 
the Fathers often make Ue of to ſtrike the Ian: Thi 
gination and move the Aﬀections of the People. call 
Our preſent Enquiry is after the Univerſal Faith wit, 
"of the Univerſal Church; or what thoſe Doctrines 
or Points were, which the Apoſtles themſelves hou 
every where taught as neceſſary to be believed it hav, 
order to Salvation, and as ſuch were ever, and 1 
all rimes publickly received and owned by wei” t 
. Chriſtian Church. _ 20. 

XXI. To inſtance then. in ſome of the mot er 


notorious and palpable Additions, which Pope duff 
Pius, in Purſuance ot the Decrees of the Cous e 
cil of Trent, has made to the Chriſtian Faith, ay wat 
which your Church accordingly receives 4 
owns; I beſeech you to conſult the holy Scrip 


with time 


/ 


tures, and to make all the Enquiry you can, 
whether the Apoſtles taught theſe following 
| Things; and whether they taught them ar date: 


1 n 2 + SO 
, * 8 2 bs 
ne ET "os 


WH tors Faith, without the Belief: of which no. Man: 5 
a be ſaved; as it is manifeſt your Church now 8 
teaches them. l F bs 


XXII. Did the Apoſtles in all Places where: 5 
they preached, teach the Chriſtian Church, un- 5 
eer che Penalty of Damnation, to believe ht in 1 
be Maſs there is offered a true, proper and pro- 

pitiatory Sacrifice for the Living and the Dead? 


‚ Or is there the leaſt Mention or Intimation of ſuch 
en Sacrifice as this, in the whole New Teftament?' 
We are there indeed ſufficiently informed, that 
%s Chri/? ſuffered | upon the Groſs, and that 

be laid down bis Life, and offered himſelf as a 

i W421 /om, a Propitiation, a Sacrifice. for our Sins: 10 


Particularly I deſire you to read the latter Part 
of the Ninth Chapter of St. Paul's Ep:i/ile to the 2 

Hebrews, and there you will find, that there is no e 
Thing as an unbloody propitiatory Sacrifice (as you 


Fo | 
le, call your pretended- Sacrifice of the Mals) For * 
thut ſhedding of Bliad is na Remiſſion, 1 22. 1 


And that there was no Neceſſity, that Chriſt 
ſhould offer himſelf often — (for then miſt he oſten 


ves 

u e /uffered ſince the Foundation of the World) 

ne once --- hath he appeared to put away Sm Wl 
by the Sacrifice of himelf, y'25, 26. and again, 7 = 


2d. Chriſt was once offered to bear the Sins of many. 
Here it is moſt plain, the Apoſtle ſpeaks: of Chriſt's 

Suffering and ſhedding of his Blood (which was done 
upon the Croſs) as the only Sacrifice of himſelf, 

Fuich he once, and but once, made for our Sins; ok 
and that there was no. other Way of his ſo Hering Wl 
binſelf, but by his Suffering. If therefore every 3 
ume Mals is aid, Chrift is offered as a; true, pro- 
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per and propitiatory Sacrifice, and we are bound 


to believe this under Pain of Damnation; is ic Ml «; 
to be imagined, that St. Paul ſhould here take ti 
no manner of Notice of it ? Or that neither he, be 


nor any other of the inſpired Writers, ſhould 8 
give us the leaſt Intimation of a Matter of or 
ſo great Importance? When our bleſſed Saviour, Ml to 
at his laſt Supper before his Crucifixion, took Ml of 
Bread, and having bleſſed and broken it, gave it Ml i 
to his Diſciples, ſaying, Take eat, this is my Body WM 7e 
rohich is given for you: And alſo the Cup, faying, WM ta: 
Drink ye all of: it ; for this'is my Blood of the Nay lic 
Teftament which is Jhed for many forthe Remiſſion of WM v! 
Sins: When our bleſſed Saviour, I ſay, before hefut- 

fered upon the Croſs, did all this; Did he then offer Ml cv 
himſelf as a true, proper, and propitiatory Saciifce Wl Pa 
for the Living and the Dead! If not, by What Au- 
thority does any Prieſt take on him to offer ſuch WI 7: 
4 Sacrifice as often as he ſays Mals? But if dur . 9er 


Saviour did at that Time make à Propitiation WM / 


for the Living and the Dead, by offering him- W Ch 
ſelf as a Sacrifice for. them; what Reaſon can WI the 


there be, why he ſhould, after that, again make Wl '' 
4 Propitiarion for them, by offering himſelf a &. C 
erifice upon the Croſs ? Search the Holy 'Serip- / 
tures, (and I believe I may add all other Boo, "2: 
except thoſe of your own Writing) and you wil Me 
no where find ſo much as the Notion of a hu. the 
proper propitiatory Sacrifice without the Death ot W3 
Diſſolution of the Thing ſacriſiced; nor is bur 8. det 
viour any where repreſented as ſuch a Sacrifice, the 
in the proper Senſe of che Word but only as he Wa 
died for us. Does then our bleſſed Saviour dic in V5 
Reality as often as - Maſs is ſaid? And if not, il © © 
How can he there be offered up as a true proper and r 


propitiatory Sacrifice 2: Nor will it avail any thing 
. | a „„ upon 


upon this Occaſion, to produce a few looſe, Sen- 
tences out of the Fathers, wherein they ſome» 
times uſe the Word Sacrifice, in ſpeaking of this 
holy Sacrament :: For in a figurative or rhetorical 
enſe, Prayers, Praiſes, and every holy Action 
or Thing, may, and often have this Name, given 
to it. But your Church requires Men, under Pain 
of Damnation to believe that in the Mals there 
is offered a true, proper and propitiatory Sacri- 
fe; which they can never prove to have been 
taught by the Apoſtles, or believed by the Catho- 
lick Church of all Ages, or indeed of any Age 


whatever. 33 e 
XXIII. In the next Place, Did the Apoſtles 
every where teach the Chriſtian Church, under 
Pain of Damnation, to believe that in the maſt 
holy Sacrament of the Eucharift, there is truly, 
really, and ſubſtantially, the Body and Blood, to- 
| gether with the Soul and Divinity of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt ? and that thers is a Converſion [or 
Change] made of the whole Subſtance of Bread into 
the Body, and of the whole Subſtance of Wine. info 
the Blood? which Converſion, [or Change] the 
Catholic Church (as it is pretended) calls Tran- 
ſub/tantiation, When. one Subſtance is canuertad, 
that is to ſay, turned or changed inte another, the 
Meaning is, that the latter Subſtance is made of 
tie former. Thus, when our bleſſed Saviour-urned 
Water into Wine, it is on all Hands allowed, 
that the Vine was, by his divine Power, made of 
the Mater; or, which is the ſame Thing, . 
Water was made Mine, as the Text expreſſes id: 
Job. ii. 9. And when the Subſtance of an Egg 
s turned into a Bird, the Bird is truly ſaid ta be 
nade of the Subſtance of the Egg; and ſo in all 
other Cafes, If you 7 privately convey an 
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Egg (for Example) out of its Place, and as pri. 
vately pur a Piece of Ivory of the very fame 
Shape, Colour, and Bigneſs, into the Room of R 

it, no Man in his Wits would fay, that the 4 

Egg was thereby turned into Ivory. But t tum 
one thing into another, is always underſtood to be hn 
the very ſame as to make one Thing , another 
Is then the Body of Chriſt truly, really and Su- the 
flantially made of Bread, and his Blood of Win 
in the holy Sacrament ® And did the  Apoſtls J 
every where teach, that without the Belief of the 
this no Man can be ſaved? Does not St. Paul ex- 

preſly call what we eat in this Sacrament, Bread? 
(As often often as ye eat this Bread, &c. Whoſe 

ever ſhall eat this Bread, &c. Let him eat of that 

Bread, &c. 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28.) and are not 
thoſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour, This is m 
Body, this is my Blood, (which are the ſole Foun- 
dation of this Doctrine of yours) as fairly to be 
accounted" for, as when he ſays, I am the Vin 

ye are the Branches, Joh. xv. 5. J am the Dan, 

John x. 7. I am the good Shepherd, ver. 11, 
without the Neceſſity of. ſuppoſing a Tranſub- 
'Rantiation in one of theſe Caſes rather than in the 
others; The Apo/?les' Creed, ſpeaking of our blel 
fed Saviour 'Feſus Chriſt, as he is Man, fays, be 
'2was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Vi 
gin Mary. The Athanaſian Creed, explaininę 0c; 
this Article, ſays, that he is Man of the Subſtance 

bis Mother born in the World : But, according to 
your Doctrine, every time that Mals is' celebrat- 
ed, he may truly be ſaid to be conceived and bor 
(though not brought forth) after quite anotbef 
manner; and to be Man of the Subſtance of Brui 
and Man of the Subſtance f Wine. Do not 

think, that I endeayour to make your Docs 
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of Tranſub/tantiation more ridiculous than it is in 

itſelf; For indeed, to all but yourſelves who are 

prejudiced in its Favour, it appears to be as ab- 
"WH ard, and contrary both to Senſe and Reaſon, as 
any thing poſſibly can be. If then the Apoſtles 
had taught, that the Belief of this ſame Doctrine 
is neceſſary to Salvation, is it to be imagined, 
that they would not have ſpoke fo plainly as to 
leave no room for any. one to doubt of their 
Meaning? And if this had been the Doctrine of 
the primitive Church, would not the profeſſed 
Enemies of Chriſtianity have then made the Ab- 
ſurdity of it one great Objection againſt the Truth 
of our Religion? Which yet we do not find that in 
thoſe Days they ever did. Do not ſuffer yourſelves 
to be kept blindfold ; but open the Eyes of your 
Undetſtanding, and enquire into the Truth of 
| theſe Things wherein your eternal Salvation is 
concerned. If every Word and Expreflion of 
Holy Scripture muſt be taken in the ſtrict literal 
Senſe, it will follow, that Chri/t is literally a Vine, 
a Door, a Shepherd, with a Multitude more of 
Abſurdities that neceſſarily muſt ariſe from this 
Way of interpreting theſe divine Writings: But 
it Scripture Language be to be underſtood in the 
ame Manner as all other Books are, and all our 
common Diſcourſe one with another, upon all 
Occaſions is; When the literal Senſe of any 
Word or Expreſſion appears to be contrary to plain 
denſe and Reaſon, we ought to take ſuch Word 
or Expreſſion in ſuch, other Senſe, as, according 
to the common Way of ſpeaking, it will fairly 
bear. This is the plain and reaſonable Rule, 
which all your own learned Men, as well as ours, 
conſtantly take, or pretend to take, in expound- 
ve all other Paſſages of the Holy Scripture, and all 
| es - - ther 
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. 
other Books, Writings and Diſcourſe whatever; 
and what imaginable Reaſon can be given why 
we ſhould not follow the ſame, in interpreting 
thoſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour, This is ay ff 
Body, and This is my Blood? If we ſuppoſe his Ml © 
Meaning to be, that this Bread and Wine, which Ml © 
he bleſſed and diſtributed amongſt his Difciple, * 
were the Figure, Repreſentation, and Pledge of 


his Body crucified, and his Blood ſhed for us; !“ 
this Interpretation is eaſy and natural, comform. 1 
able to the common Way of ſpeaking among the on 
Jews, and indeed amongſt all Men, and exactly + Ml 
greeable to the Command which he thereupon Me 


gives, that we ſhould do this in Remembrance of hin, i 
But if we take his Words in the ſame Senſe that you ll :;\ 
Church does, that what he gave to his Diſciple, I 5, 
was truly, really, and ſubſtantially his Body an 
- Bleed, ſuch a Train of Abſurdities will follow « 
can hardly be reckoned up; as is obvious to eie. 
ry Man that will but conſider the Matter, 1, - 
when we have made the beſt Enquiry we are ably 
we refuſe to give Credit to plain Senſe and Re- 
fon, we undermine the very Foundation of il 
our Knowledge in Religion as well as every othet 
Thing: But if your Doctrine of Tranſubſ/antus 
tion muſt be believed, our plaineſt Senſes and Ret 
ſon muſt firſt be laid aſide : What we ſee, and fech 
and ſmell, and taſte to be Bread and Wine, vs 
muſt believe not to be ſo, but to be the Bod 
and Blood of a Man; and tho* we have 0 
more certain Way of diſtinguiſhing one Bod 


from another, than their being at the ſame 107 - 
in diſtant Places; yet we muſt believe the wegorz 
fame Body of Chrift to be in as many differ}. - 

and diſtant Places, at one and the ſame Time, form 


| where the holy Sacrament is conſecrated. Tit 
puter 33 monſtros 


monſtrous Abſurdities, with many more that fol- 

low from them, have, in many Places, made Chri- 
WH /ianity the very ſcorn of [nfidels and Atheiſts; 
nnd muſt undoubtedly continue ſo to do where- 
"WH cyer they have no other Notion of it but what 
, they receive from your Church. e | 
; XXIV. Some of your Writers, and others of 
you, with whom I have ſometimes converſed, 
have taken a ſort of a deſperate Way, not to 

vindicate but rather to fhelter the Doctrine of 
Tranſub/tantiation from the monſtrous Abſurdities 
with which we charge it; by alledging, that 

the Difficulties with which it is attended, are 
neither more nor greater than thofe which 


HY Hereticks have urged againſt the Doctrine of the 
, Bleſſed Trinity + If therefore (fay they) we believe 
* BE of theſe Doctrines, notwithſtanding thoſe 


Objections which human Reaſon brings againſt 
it; why may we not in like manner believe the 
other alſo? Whether this bold Allegation may 
not influence ſome Men to become Socinians, let 
them conſider who advance it; but no Man, I 
think, of common Senſe, can ever be brought 
over to the Roman Profeſſion by it. For to ſay 
nothing now of the Strength of the Proofs that 
are brought from Holy Scripture for the Doc- 
tine of the Trinity, and the exceeding Weakneſs 
of thoſe for Tranſub/tantiation ; there is a very wide 
Difference to be made between a Doctrine that is 
directly contrary to our Reaſon, and one that is 
altogether above it. The whole Doctrina of 

Light and Colours is altogether above the Reaſon 
of a Man who never had Sight; it being impoſſi- 
ble for him, for Want of a proper Faculty, to 
form any right Notion of them: And yet a blind 
Man, upon the Teſtimony of thoſe with whom 
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he converſes, may firmly believe, that there are alt 
ſuch Things: But if all the World ſhould: tell Sei 
him, that Snow is hot, and Fire cold, or that low 
Wool is hard, and a Stone ſoft, it would be im- fla 

poſſible. for him to give Credit to them, becauſe ¶ he 
his Senſe of feeling aſſures him of the contrary, 1 
In like manner we own, that the Doctrine of 4% 
the Bleſſed Trinity is altogether above our Reaſm WM iii. 
and Under/tanging : neither is Reaſon (and much , 
leſs our Senſes) a proper Judge of it: And there. ent 
fore, as we believe it upon the ſole Authority of 75 
God in holy Scripture, fo we regard not the Ob. Ea 
jections which the preſumptuous Reaſon of ſome / 
Men pretends to form againſt it. Bur the Doc - yo 
trine of Tran ſubſtantiation is directly contrary ts Wl H. 
my Reaſon, and my Senſes alſo. I take a Piece of ,a 
Bread in one Hand, and a Cup of Wine in the N wi. 

other; my Senſes, by frequent Experience, aſſure Wl ſan 
my Reaſon, that the one is really Bread and the dil 
other Wine: A Prieft ſays the Prayer of Conle- BI Ti 
cration. over them; after which I ſee them, 1 Wl & 
touch them, I ſmell them, I taſte them; and find ll by 
them to be exactly the ſame as they were before: an 
I eat of the one, and drink of the other, and te- th: 
ceive the very ſame Refreſhment and Nouriſh- Wl ſer 
ment from them as formerly I did: And altho Wi cal 
this Bread and Wine are by Conſecration fancti- WW B. 
fied and ſet apart for a holf Uſe, yet my Senſes if in 
fill moſt fully inform my Reaſon, that they re: yo 
main as truly Bread and Wine as ever they were; ll 77 
and if all Mankind ſhould tell me, that this is no be 
longer Bread nor the other Wine, but that they Ii Bl 
are truly, really, and ſubſtantially the Body au ful 
Blaod of Chrift, it would be as impoſſible for me an 
to believe it, as it would be to believe that the Snow I 25 
which. I touch is hot, or the Eire cold. 75 v. 
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RS. CF on 
altho the Church, in a metaphorical or ſpiritual 
Senſe, is called the Body of Chriſt, yet it is al- 
lowed, that he has no other true, real and ſub- 
fantial Body but that One alone, with which 
he aſcended into Heaven; and that the Heaven 


all Things, is plainly aſferted by St. Peter, Acts 
ji. 21. But according to the Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, this one Bady, remaining whole and 
entire in Heaven, is multiplied into Thouſands and 


f Wl Thouſands of diftin and ſeparate Bodies upon the 
„Lari; every one of which is, truly, really, and 
e /fantially the very fame of that in Heaven. For 
» Wh jou expreſly maintain, that wherever a conſecrated 
Het (as you term it) is, there is zruly, really and 
/a tantially the Body of Chriſt, the very ſame Body 


which is now in Heaven; and that there are thou- 
| ſands and thouſands of theſe ſame conſecrated Hoſts in 
diſtinct and ſeparate Places, at one and the ſame 
Time, upon Earth, that is to fay, in all thoſe 
feveral Places where Maſs is celebrated, is allowed 
by all; nor is there any ſurer Way to know that 
any two Bodies, are diſtin& and ſeparate Bodies, 
than by their being at the ſame Time in diſtinct and 

ſeparate Places. Again, If a conſecrated Hoſts (as you 
call it) is broken into ten thouſand Parts, and if the 
Blood of Chriſt (as you call that which is conſecrated 
in the Cup) be divided into ten thouſand Drops, 

re- WF vou are required, (according to your Doctrine of 

ez Trenſubſtantiation) under Pain of Damnation, to 
no believe, that Chriſt's whole and entire Body, 
ey Blood, Soul, and Divinity, is truly, really, and 
i ſubſtantially contained in every one of theſe Parts 
me and Drops, being ſeparated one from the other, 
as he was in the whole, before ſuch Separation 
"oy = made. And that you may not think I — 


— 
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muſt receive him until the Times of Reſtitution 7 


1 


66) a . 9 | | 
© Poſe upon you, hear what the Council of Tray 
fays of this Matter. Having determined that in 
the holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, after the Un- 
ſſecration of the Bread and Wine, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, true God and Man, is truly, really, and 
_ ſubſtantially contained under the Appearance of thiſe 
ſenſible Things. (Seſſ. xiii. Cap. 1.) they add this 
Curſe, (Can. iii.) F any one ſhall deny, that in the 
venerable Sacrament of the Euchariſt, whole Chriſt, 
is contained under each Kind, and under the ſeveral 
Parts of each Kind, in Caſe a Separation be made, 
let him be accurſed. Their own Words are theſe, 
Si quis negaverit, in venerabili Sacraments Eucha-, 
riſtiæ, ſub unaquaque Specie, & ſub ſingulis cujuſ- 
gue ſpeciei partibus, Separatione facta, totum 
 Chriftum contineri, Anathema fit, Theſe Abſurds. 
ties are groſs and palpable; ro ſay nothing of 1 
numerous Train more that may be added; nor 
has any thing like them ever been pretended to 
be objected to the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trmih, 
And therefore I entreat you, no longer to ſuffer 
yourſelves to be impoſed upon by ſo groundlels a 
Pretence as ſome have taken up to countenance 
their Errors, by placing thoſe two Doctrines upon 
the ſame Level. A Man, who hes ſtill ina 
Slumber, may dream of a thouſand znconſi/tent 
Things, without obſerving that they are ſuch; 
but let him awake, and open his Eyes, and then 
he will ſee Things juſt as they really appear to be. 
Thus you, as long as you are lulled into the 
Dream of the Infallibility of your Church, have 
your Imagination ſo prepoſſeſſed with her Au- 
thority, that you cannot, or rather will not take 
Notice of the moſt palpable Falfity, and eve 
monſtrous Abſurdity of ſome of her Doctrines: 
R 
FR N partially | 
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e 
artially to enquire. into the Ground of this pre- 
tended Infallibility, you would ſoon find that 
both It, and all the Doctrines which are built 
upon it, are alcogether deſtitute of any ſolid 
Foundation. % 09 
XXV. Let us now return to the Additions 
which Pope Pius has made to the Catholick Faith. 
And here I entreat you farther, to conſider and 
enquire, whether the Apoſtles every where taught 
the Chriſtian Church, under the Forfeiture of 
eternal Salvation, to believe, that in the moſt holy 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt there is truly, really, 
and ſub/tantially—the Soul and Divinity of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? (As I have already mentioned 
N. 23.) or Chrift whole and entire? As Pope 
Pius after the Council of Trent expreſſes it; Seffe 
13, Can, 1. and S. 21. Can. 3. When our 
| bleſſed Saviour; at rhe firſt Inſtitution of this holy 
Sacrament, ſaid, This is my Body, This is my Blood, 
it is plain, he meant his Body crucified, given far 
us, Luke xxii. 19. broken for us, 1 Cor. xi. 24. 


a in your vulgar Latin Bible) and his Blood not as 
„ uunning in his Veins, but He for us, Luke xxil. 
2. and for this Reaſon it is that St. Paul ſays, 


as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, 
ye ds ſhew [or declare] the Lord's Death till he 
come : 1 Cor. xi. 26. For if our Saviour be ſub- 
ſiantially preſent in this holy Sacrament ; and if 
he be as truly alive there, with his Body, Blood, 

Soul and Divinity really joined together, as ever 
he was at any other Time, and no ſhedding be 
made of his Blood, or Separation of his Soul 
from the Body; how can our eating or drinking 
him in this Sacrament be looked on as a /hewing 
(or declaring) of his Death? We may indeed, 
| FT | EE. 
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(which laſt Place is notoriouſly wrong tranſlated _ 


A 


(34) 2 
upon many Occaſions, in our Words and Dif. Wl ** 
courſes declare or ſhew the Death of Chriſt; Bur thi 
here the Apoſtle places this ſame /hewing or de. fee 
claring of his Death in the very Action of cele. Ml 
brating this holy Sacrament; which very well che 
may be, if the Bread and Wine are look'd on 23 Ct 
his Body and Blood in that Spiritual and Sacrz- Ml ©* 
mental Senſe which we maintain; but if his Body, ab 
Blood, Soul and Divinity are and remain tru, ſus 
really and ſubſtantially joined together, without Ar 
any Separation of the one from the other; , how 14 
can the ſwallowing him thus down alive into the Tr 
Stomach be a ſhewing, declaring, or any way 1 
Repreſentation of his Death upon the Croſs. + 
XXVII. This Doctrine of yours, that Chriſt; 
whole and entire Body, Blood, Soul and Divinih, 
is really, truly and ſubſtantially in the holy Sacro. 
ment of the Euchariſt, as it is manifeſtly contrary | 
to Senſe, Reaſon, and holy Scripture ; and was 
never taught by the Apoſtles, or believed in the 
primitive Church, and much leſs eſtabliſhed x 
an Article of Faith, until much more than a thou- 
ſand Years after the coming of Chri/t, (if indeed 

it ever really were ſo until the fourth Latera 
Council, about the Year 1215, firſt took upon 
them authoritatively to determine, that the irn 

* Body and Blood of Chriſt are in the Sacrament, 
and the Council of Florence, about the Year 1449, 
that whole Chriſt is contained under the Appearance 
of Bread, and whole under the Appearance if 
Vine, &c. and the Council of Trent, about the Yea! 
I551, and after them Pope Pius, as I have alred) 

6 faid, to define and declare the Matter in tbe , 
by Words which I have already ſet down) fo is it f ny 
13 mean this Doctrine is) the ſole Foundation od by 
_ that Practice of worſbipping the Hoſt, as it Þ 


rm 


„ 
termed, which is now preſcribed and ſettled in 
the Church of Rome. When the Prieſt has con- 
ſecrated a Wafer (which is the Bread amongſt you 
made Uſe of in the holy Sacrament) it is called 
be Hat, and this 12% (altho no manner of 
Change appears to be made in it by the Conſecra- 
tion) you are made to believe, according to the 
abovementioned Doctrine, is really, truly; and 
ſu/tantially Chriſt himſelf, both God and Man: 

And therefore to be worſhipped with the ſame Wore 
ſhip which is due to the true God ; as the Council of 
Trent has expreſly determined; 9efſ. xiii. Cap. 5. 
and denounces a Curſe upon every one. who 
denies it, Can, vi. In Purſuance of which De- 
termination, the Prieſt, in the Celebration of 
the Maſs, is required to adore the Haſt, after he 
has conſecrated it, and to fhew it to the People, 
that they may adore it alſo. (Can. Miſſæ.) For 
that the Deſign of thus ſhewing it, is that the 
People may adore it, is expreſly ſaid in the Canon 
ef the Council of Trent which I have juſt now quo- 
u- id. Now if your Doctrine of Tranſub/tan- 
ol WI {1119724 with the Conſequences of it, (upon which 
his Worſhip is entirely grounded) be not true, it 
yon is plain, you are guilty of the moſt groſs Ido- 
wm N14. Hear, what Ceſterus, a learned Jeſuit of 
ent, WI Vour own, moſt expreſly ſays upon this Occaſion. 

| ſhall firſt ſer down his Words, as he publiſhed 
them, in Latin; and then faithfully render them in- 
to Engliſh. Si in Sacramento Euchariſtiæ verum Chri- 

! Corpus non continelur, indigne egit Chriſtus cum Ec- 
cha ſua, quam per univerſum Orbem totis 1500 
amus, in tali Errore atque Idololatrid, occafione ſus- 
um verborum, reliquit, qualis in orbe terrarum 
mnquam vel vi ſus vel auditus fuit. Tolerabilior eff 
um error eorum, qui pro Deo colunt Statuam auream. 

— 8 N 3 5 7 8 : ö aut 1 


(36) 
aut argenteam, aut alterius materiæ imaginem, qu- 
modo Gentiles Deos ſuos venerabantur ; vel pamun 
rubrum, in haſtam elrvaium, quod narratur d: 
Lappis, vel viva animalia, ut quondam Agyptii, 
quam eorum qui fruſtrum panis; quod hactenus per 
aniverſum orbem tot annis fecere Chriſtiani. Nequ 
hic excuſat ſimplicitas majorum; tum quod ſapim- 
ti ſimi fuerunt Doctores, Auguſtinus, Chryſoftomu 
Hieronomus; tum quod longe potiori ratione excuſan. 
di efſent infideles indololatriæ, qui ſlatuas adorave 
runt. In Engliſh thus: IF the true Body of Chrif 
be not contained in the Sacrament of the Eucharif 
: Chriſt Has acted unworthily with his Church, whith 
pon Occaſion of his own Wards, he has, fir full ** 
Fifteen hundred Years, left throughout the wt © 


World in fuch Error and Idolatry, as in tl © 
whole Earth was never ſeen or heard of. For thr ſh 
Error is more tolerable, who for od worſhip « - 


gold or filver Statue, or an Image made of ay 
other Stuff, as the Gentiles worſhipped their Cad 
or ared Cloth ſet up upon a Pike, which is rep 
F the Laplanders, or living Creatures, as tlt 
Egyptians. of old did, than theirs who worſhij 
Piece of Bread, which hitherto Chriſtians far || 
many Years throughout the whole World have dai 
Nor is the Simplicity of our Forefathers here at 
Excuſe, as well becauſe Auguſtin, Chryſoſtom 
Jerome, were moſt wiſe Doctors, as that will 
much better Reaſon, the Infidels, who. adored Sis 
tues, would be excuſed of Jdolatry. Cuſter. En 
rid. C. 8. N. 10. Conſider, I beſeech yu 
that theſe are the Words of a learned Jeſuit, be 
was a great Champion for the Church of Nun 
Hie is indeed much miſtaken in ſuggeſting, thi 
the Worſhip of the Hoſt was in Uſe in the C 
ſtian Church in the Days of Augu/tin, , 


"WE 


, AW) 
or Jerome. For tho it was more than Four hun- 

dred Years after the Coming of Chriſt, before the 
carlieſt of theſe three died; yet it was much more 
than Four hundred Years after the Death of the 
late of them before any ſuch Worſhip was 


if indeed it can ever truly be faid to have been 
abliſped even in the Church of Rome, (other 
than by a late Cuſtom, which, by Degrees crept 
in) until it was ſo decreed by the Council ef Trent, 
Seſl. xiii. Cap. 5. and Can. vi. From which 
Time, it became, amongſt you, a neceſſary Part 
of Religion, whereas, before it ſeems to have 
been only voluntary. Your Canon- law indeed 
tells us, that Pope Honorius the Third, (who liy- 
ed in the Year 1216) ordered, that all Prieſts 


3 ſhould teach their People, reverently to bow when 
1 the Hoſt ſhould be elevated, or carried to the 
Sick: The Deſign of which might poſſibly be no 


more but that, upon this Occaſion, they: ſhould 


in particular Manner pay their Devotion to 
God. (See Decret. Greg. Tit. xli. c. 10.) As our 
50 Church for the ſame Reaſon, directs, that every 


one, when he receives this holy Sacrament ſhould 
meckly kneel ; but that divine Worſhip ſhould be 
given to the Sacrament itſelf, and that the conſecrat- 
ed Hoſt, as it is called, ſhould be the Oꝶject of 
divine Worſhip, was never, at leaſt, that I can 

find, any more than an Opinion of ſome late Di- 
nes grounded by Degrees upon the Doctrine of 
Tranſub/tantiation, © (which J have already ſhewn 
you, is a late as well as abſurd Doctrine) until at 
aſt the Council of Trent took upon them to 
make it an Article of Faith. But, be this as it will, 
jou ſee, the learned Jeſuit Cofterus freely grants, 
Wt if che Doctrine of T; ranſub/tantiation is not 

| pe true; 


a 


thought of, and much leſs any where e/fablifbed ; * 
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5 ; C3 
true, F the true Body of Chriſt be not in the $4. 
crament, as you ſuppoſe it to be, your Worſkip L 
is given to a Piece of Bread, which, he ſays, is 1 
worſe [dolatry than that of the Gentiles, the Ery Ml 
tians, or ſavage Laplanders. If therefore you Wl be 
would avoid this great Sin of Idolatry, you 

- ought to be very well aſſured of the Truth of M ar 
the Doctrine of Tranſub/tantiation, together with Ml v 

its Conſequences, betore you venture your Soul; it 
in giving divine Worſhip ro the Hot. Nor wil {i 
it avail you here to ſay, as I have known ſome 
of you to do, that your Worſhip being directed 
to Chrifl, you cannot be looked on as Iolater 
altho' he ſhould not be truly and ſubſtantialh in 
- the Sacrament; this being that very Simplicih 
which Coſterus tells you, will, with much beiter 
Reaſon excuſe the Lidel Idolaters, than you of 
- your Forefathers. Infidels believed God to be 
. preſent in an Image, as you do Chri/t in the 
Het; and they directed their Worſhip to 
God, as you do to Ghriff. And if this did 
not excuſe them from the Sin of JUdblatry 
how can ir excuſe you? But there is more ſtil 
to be ſaid for the Iufidels than for you: They 
wanted the holy Scriptures ro inſtruct them in the 
Truth; you have the holy Scriptures every Day in 
your Power, but will not read or hearken to 
them: Now al:ho* the Want of good Inſtruction 
may be ſome Excuſe for an Error or finful Prac- 
"tice; yet, if a Man may have this Inſtruction ever 


* 
MET. 
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Day, but ſtill refuſes it; if he takes his Religion 2 CC 
upon Truſt, and will not make Uſe of his Un- © 2 
.derſtanding to enquire into the Truth of it, bi 5 W 
Error is wil/ul; and therefore he ſtands anſwer th 
able both for it and all the Conſequences of i. ne 
we | XXIII c. 


* 


= / 8 


„ b 
XXVII. But let us for a while, ſuppoſe yo 

Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation to be in the general 
True, (altho' indeed we may as well ſuppoſe 
white to be black, and black to be white; but 
however, let us at preſent ſuppoſe it to be general. 
True) yet if it may in ſome particular Caſes fail, 
and you have no ſure Way to diſtinguiſh the Caſes 
wherein it fails, from thoſe wherein it does not; 
it is manifeſt, that in worſhipping the Heſt, you 
ſtill remain under a very great Hazard of the Sin 
of Idolatry. For if, at any Time, when the 
Prayer of Conſecration is ſaid, no Tranſubſtanti- 
ation follows, your Worſhip as Cofterus well ob- 
ſerves, is given to @ Piece of Bread. Now if 
«the Perſon who ſays Maſs, be not an ordained 
« Prieſt 3 if he has not a ſufficient Intention, to 
© do what the Church intends thould be done; 
"it the Wafer or Bread which he pretends to 
« conſecrate, be not made of beat, or be cor- 
* rupred or rotten, or has in its Compoſition a 
* greater Mixture of any other Grain than of 
heat; it the Prieſt has, before him, upon the 
* the Altar, eleven Wafers, and miſtaking the Num- 
* ber, intends only to conſecrate ten, without 
* particularly determining which are thoſe ten, 
* that he intends to conſecrate ; if the Wine which 
© he pretends to conſecrate be not the Produce of 
* the Vine, but ſotne other Liquor made in Imi- 
© ration of it, or if it be grown ſoure, ſo as to 
© be rather Vinegar than Wine, or be altogether 
* corrupted, or preſſed from ſoure Grapes that 
"are not ripe; or has ſo much Water mixed 
3 with it as to corrupt it; in all and every of 
| tnele Caſes, the Conſecration is null and yoid, 
: no Tran ſubſtantiation follows, there is no Sa- 
* cramenc, but the Bread and Wine remain as 

. ;  Dz2 + mn. 
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es they were before; and if the Bread or Wafer 
«be made up wich Roſe Mater, or any other di. 
46 ſtilled Water, it is doubtful whether the Conſe. 
& cration be valid, and conſequently whether there 
ede any Tran ſubſlantiation, or not;“ꝰ and if there 
be no Tran ſulſtantiation, the divine Worſhip 
which you pretend to give to Chriſt, ſubſtantially 
preſent, as you ſuppoſe, under the Appearance of 

Bread and Wine, is plainly given to the Bread 
and Wine themſelves, there being nothing elle 
under their Appearance. I remember once, in 
private Converſation, when I objected ſome of the 
abovementioned Things to a Gentleman of your 
_ Communion ; altho* he was a Man of Learning 
in his own Profeſſion, yet he was ſo little ac. 
quainted with his Religion, and the Worſhip it 
| preſcribes, as to think I had invented them of my 
_ own Head; and angrily told me, that I abu 
the Church, in laying ſuch Follies to her Charge: 

Upon which I brought him the Roman Mi 
Book, and ſhewed him what is prefixed to i, 
concerning the Defects which occur in the Celebrati 
on of Maſs, where he found all thoſe Follies, a 
he called them, and a great many more, in which 
the Doctrine of Tranſub/tantiation has epgapel 
the Church of Rome. The only Anſwer that! 
have met with, upon this Occaſion, is, that yol 
depend upon the Care and Integrity of the Priel 
that he will be ſure to conſecrate no Bread or Watet 
but what is made of heat, or any Wine, but 
what is made of the Vine, and made of 74! 
Grapes, and that neither of them be vitiated 0! 
corrupted ; he knows himſelf to be an ordain 
Prieſt, and will not fail to have ſuch an Intentin 
in the Celebration of Maſs, as the Church t 
quires, nor will he be wanting in any thing - 


% 


„ 
is neceſſary to the Validity of the holy Sacrament. 
And is this all the Security you have againſt the 
Sin of giving divine Worſhip to Bread and Wine 
| inſtead of Chriſt, which muſt be your Caſe, if 
there be a Failure in any one of the above Parti- 
culars? Does God either command or allow you 
to put ſuch "Truſt and Confidence in any frail 
Man whatſoever, and much leſs in every Prieſt, 
or pretended Prieſt, whom you happen to hear 
ſay Maſs? May not a Prieſt, of any Religion 
whatever, be ſometimes an ignorant, or careleſs, 
or wicked Man, and thereby fail even in ſome 
neceſſary Part of his Duty? Is it nor poſſible, and 
has it not ſometimes ſo fallen out, that a Man, 
who really is no Prieſt, may yet pretend to be 
one, and by counterfeir Letters of Orders and _ 
other Teſtimonials, impoſe upon thoſe, who, it 
may be, do nor ſuſpect him? or may he not him- 
ſelf be impoſed upon, and, thro? Miſtake, make 
Ule of the Flour of Rzce, or of ſome other Grain, 
thinking it to be the Flour of heat; or of ſome 
other Liquor mace in Imitation of Wine, which may 
be fold to him for Mine of the Grape? For (as I 
have already faid, and muſt beg you; as you va- 
gel WI lue your Souls, again and again to conſider it) if, 
u by any means whatever, there be a Failure in 
you il any one of the Particulars, which I have but now 
ef, mentioned out of-your own Aaſs-Book; the pre- 
alert WJ tended Conſecration of the Sacrament, is, by your 
bur own Church declared to be null and void; and 
rim conſcquently, in ſuch a Caſe there is no Tran- 
| of /Hantiatian; Chriſt is not ſubſtantially” pre- 
1 ac where you ſuppoſe him to be; and there- 
im fore, what you give divine Worſhip to, is 
1-8 ly Bread and Wine, or ſome other Liquor 
made in Imitation of it. For my part, I fin- 
Eerely declare, that, if I were of your Religion, 
D3 Ido 


— 


9 r 8 
N N 2 — 
8 J- 
4 * 
. 4 
* — 4 
* 
| 2 b 
*; : 
x ( 4 . : ) 


I do not fee, how I could dare give the Wor. 
ſhip which you are taught to do to the holy $4. 
crament of the Euchariſt, except I myſelf had 
been by, at the Ordination of the Prieſt who fays Ml ir 
Maſs, and were ſure that the Perſon who ordain- th 
ed him were truly a Biſhop, and that nothing ne- m 
ceſſary to ſuch an Ordination, was omitted; and to 
alſo, except I had ſtood by and ſeen the heat w. 
ground, and the Wine preſſed out of the Grapes, Ml 
and had kept them beth in my own ſafe Poſſeſ. Wl q: 
ſion until I had ſeen the Wafer made, and bad ha 
with my own Hand delivered both it and the . 
Wine to the Prieſt at the Altar, ſo that I myſelf 
might be ſure that no Change could poſſibly be A 
made in either of them; and, moreover, except | Ml qu 
underſtood the Latin Tongue, and heard the ve 
Prieſt rightly pronounce the Words of Conſecrs- ¶ pa 
tion; which yet he is directed (for what Reaſon to 
I know not) to pronounce ſecretly, ſo as that WM th: 


none but he himſelf needs to hear them. For WI Po 
when Maſs is ſaid, if the Bread and Wine are lea 
not Tranſubſantiated into the Body and Blood Bl {ci 
of Chri/t, it is groſs Jdolatry to give divine WI Ar 
_ Worſhip to them; and this ſame Tranſub/tantia- Wi un 
tion depends upon ſo many other concurring Wl «re 
Things that I ſhould not know how it were poſſ. Wl Sa: 
dle for me to be ſufficiently ſure of it, except 1 ¶ not 
had the Teſtimony of my own Eyes and EA ble. 
that every one of theſe Things were with the Bi na 
greateſt Exactneſs obſerved and done. Folarr? BY as | 
is a moſt abominable Sin; and wherever there Wh the! 
is the leaft Poſſibility of it, I ought not in Con. Me 
ſcience to venture upon any Worſhip, until I non 
bave all the Aſſurance that is even poſſible for Bill Inſt 
me to have, that I am free and ſafe from the vb 


Danger of it; and therefore, in ſuch a Ca 5 


8 E © 
this, I ought myſelf to have perſonal Aſſurance g 
every thing that 1s neceſſary, and not to rely 
upon the Credit of the Prieſt, who may peſſibiy, 
in ſome of theſe Things be himſelf deceived, or, 
thro! Careleſſneſs, Ignorance, or Wickedneſs, 
may poſſibly deceive me. Nor would it avail me here 
to lay, that my Intention is good, any more than it 

would a Heathen to ſay that his Intention is to 

worſhip God, when, for Want of ſufficient En- 

quiry, he gives divine Worſhip to an Idol; as I 
have already ſhewn you from your own Go Jo = 
terus. 

XXVIII. I have thus long inſiſted upon the 

Abſurdities of Tran ſubſtantiation, and its Conſe- 

quences; becauſe they appear to me to be ſo 

very groſs, that if you will but ſeriouſly and im- 

partially conſider them, it cannot but bring you 


Jö Sight of your Errors. I will but mention 


three or four more of thoſe Additions which 
Pope P:us has made to, the Gatholick Faith, and 
leave you, between God and your own Con- 
ſciences, to conſider of them. Did then the 
Apoſtles every where teach the Chriſtian Church, 
under Pain of Damnation, to believe, that under 
one Kind only, whole and entire Chriſt, and a true 
Sacrament is taken and received? Is it not moſt 
notorious, that Feſus Chriſt himſelf inſtituted this 
bleſſed Sacrament, under both Kinds, and com- 
minded his Diſciples to drink of the Cup, as 
as well as to eat of the Bread which he gave 
them? Is it not confeſſed by the moſt learned 
Men of your own Communion, (and denied by 
none that I know of) that, in Purſuance of this 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, the whole Church every 
where, for above a thouſand Years, gave the Sa-. 
w. ˙ AA 


— 


in the Church of Rome, that the People ſhould | 
receive under one Kind only; until the Cum Ml! 


Prayers, began to take place among Chriſtin 


” # L : 
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(44) 


| does not Sr. Paul in the moſt expreſs Terry, 7 
require, that every one ſhould fo receive it! 


Let a Man examine himſelf (ſays he) and fo It . 
Him eat of the Bread, and drink of the Cup; 1 h 
Cor. xi. 28. Was it ever e/tabliJhed as a Law even FE 


of Conſtance, in the Year-1415, ſo decreed? and 
that (as they themſelves expreſs it) in direct Opps. 10 
ſition to Chriſt's own Inſtitutiun; Their Words are, 
Licet Chriflus poft Cœnam inſtituerit, & ſuis Di. 4 


cipulis adminiftraverit ſub utraque ſpecie panis & th 


vini hoc venerabile Sacramentum; tamen hoc ny 
eb/tante, &c. Conc. Conſt. Seſſ. xiii. Certain) Will ;;, 
70 receive a true Sacrament, is to receive all that 


Chriſt has therein inſtituted, or appointed to be N 
received: For if any thing, which Chriſt bu Wl ;, 
ſo inſtituted, be wiltully omitted, it cannot be «WI al. 
true Sacrament 3 but muſt be either none at a y. 
or at beſt but a defective and imperfect one; ani yr 
yet the Council of Trent, in the ſame Breath (S/ ., 
xxi. Cap. 3.) owns that Chriſt igſtituted this 9. ſon 
crament and delivered it to the Apoſtles in both Kinds N of. 
and at the very ſame time declares, that the vl of | 
Sacrament is recerved under one Kind; (which 5 fee. 
now become a Part of that Catholic Faith, with 4 ln 
cut which (according to Pope Pius) no Man call Cn 
be ſaved.) | | - thig 
XXIX. Did the Apoſtles every where teach two 
the Chriſtian Church, under Pain of Damm tho 
tion, 10 believe that there is a Purgatory, ani full 
that the Souls there detained are relieved by i 2; : 
Suffrages of the Faithful ? In what manner ey bai 
Cuſtom of making mention of Perſons, wi the 
had departed this Life in their Suffrages, u mer 
nint 


I hate 


n.. WG 
have no occaſion at preſent to enquire: And 
if, in this, the Church of Rome had gone no 
farther than what was done for three or four 
hundred Years after Chri/#; altho* even that 
would have been more than is neceſſary, and 
perhaps not ſtrictly even to be juſtified; yet, 
no Man being obliged to join in ſuch Suffrages 
or Prayers, there might have been no Occaſion 


„for Breach of Communion on Account of ſuch. 
n Error or erroneous Practice. But what I here 
þ defire you diligently to enquire into, is, whether. 


the Apoſtles ever taught, that there is a Purga- 
tiry, that is to ſay, a Purgatory Fire, by which 
the Souls of the Pious, being for a determinate Time 
tirmented, are expiated | or purged] that an Entrance 
into their eternal Country [which 1s Heaven] may 
he open to them; as your own authentick Catechiſm, 
already mentioned, in expreis Terms deſcribes it. 
Your learned Men indeed take much Pains to 


00 BY wreſt and force ſome Conſequences from a very 
Mes Paſſages of holy Scripture, whereby to give 
0 ſome Colour or Countenance to their Doctrine 
uh, of Purgatory, rather than to make any ſolid Proof 
"i of it: But the only one, which, at the fir/t Glance, 
1 ſeems in the leaſt capable of being dragg d to look 


a little that Way, is what we meet in the third 
Chapter of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the Corina 
thians: And becauſe your Latin Tranſlation has 


ach to or three Words different from our Engliſb one, 
. co che Senſe is exactly the fame; I ſhall faith- 


1 fully tranſlate the whole Paſſage, Word for Word, 
"Wh = it ſtands in your own Bible. St. Paul then 


the Goſpel, whereby, as one of God's Work- 
men, he helped. to build up the Church; at the 

ninth Verſe of this Chapter, and fo on, has the 
5 following 


having Occaſion there to ſpeak of his preaching ; 


402. 
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following Words; Ye are God's Building. Accord. 
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ing to the Grace of God which is given unto me, 


as a wiſe Builder I have laid the Foundation, but 


another buildeth thereon. For other Foundation can ng 
Man lay beſide that which is laid, which is Chriſt 


"Jeſus. Now, if any dan build upon this Founda. 


4 
\ 
7 
tion, Gold, Silver, precious Stones, Wood, Hay, Ml 
Stubble : Every Man's Work ſhall be made mani. y 
feſt; for the Day of the Lord ſhall declare it, be., f 


” cauſe it ſhall be revealed in Fire, and the Fire ſhall 2 


prove every Man's Wark, of what ſort it is. Fan 
Man's Work abide which he hath built thereupon, ht I 


hall receive a Reward. If any Man's I, ork ha 


be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer Loſs ; but he himſelf pal ö 
be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire, This is as exact a'Mf 1! 
Tranſlation as I can make of this Paſſage out of uU 


your own Bible; and if you compare it with our th 
Engliſh Tranſlation, you will hardly find any Dif- pr 


ference even in the Words, but none at all in WF D 
the Senſe. Wherever the Apoſtles preached the ¶ be 
Golpel, they always took care to eſtabliſh this ca 
Doctrine, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, as the Found G. 


tion whereby the whole Building is to be ſupported. l. 


Accordingly St. Paul ſays here, As a wiſe Builder Wi p. 
Have laid the Foundation. — Other Foundatun Wi ip: 


can no Man lay beſide that which is laid, which il Ph. 
Jeſus Chriſt. Upon this Foundation, they them- Wi V. 
ſelves, and many others, always took care to bud ¶ or: 
nothing but ſound and truly profitable Doctrine; ¶ chi 
which he here compares to Gold, Silver, and eve 
precious Stones, as being Things of great Value. , 
But others, it ſeems, there were, who altho they Wh *3: 
kept cloſe to the ſame Foundation, yet pretended Wi (or 
upon it to build many uſeleſs and unprofirae PI 
Doctrines, which he here compares to Mu 00 

U 


Hay, and Siubble, As a Caution, ty: - 
MET Ds . „ uc 


TV 
ſuch unſkilful Bulders as theſe, he gives them to 
underſtand, that, as Gold is tryed or proved in the 
Fire, fo ſhall there be a Tryal or Proof of every 
Man's Work, that is to fay, of the Doctrine 
which he has preached or taught, of what ſort 
it is. If any Man's Work abide, which he hath 
built thereupon, that is to ſay, if the Doctrine 
which he has built upon this Foundation, ſhall be 
found to bear the Teſt, he Hall receive a Reward, 
as a faithful Preacher of the Goſpel; but if any 
Man's Work ſhall be burnt, that is to fay, if the 
Doctrine which he has taught will not abide that 
fiery Tryal or Teſt, to which it ſhall be brought, 
be ſhall ſuffer Loſs; that is to ſay, he ſhall come 
ſhort of that Reward which God will beſtow 
upon every faithful and careful Preacher: And 
tho' his Crime may poſſibly not be fo great as to 
| provoke God to paſs the Sentence of eternal 
Damnation upon him; yet if he be ſaved, it will 
be with Difficulty; as a Man who narrowly ef- 
capes with his Life out of a Fire whereby his 
Goods have been conſumed : But he himſelf ſhall 
be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. Nothing can well be 
plainer than that the Fire of which St. Paul here 
ſpeaks, is not a literal and material, but a meta- 
phorical Fire ; not a Purgatory, but a Probatory 
Fire; not to torment the Souls of the Pious, in 
order to exprate [or purge] them (as your Cate- 
chiſm deſcribes Purgatory) but only to prove 
every Man's Work [or Doctrine] of what ſort it 
%, as St. Paul here expreſſes ir. Again. and 
3gan, therefore, let me entreat you to demand 
ſome better Proof than this that the Doctrine of 
Purgatory was taught by the Apoſtles before you 
lufter yourſelves to be perſuaded that you are 
und, under the Pain of Damnation, to believe 
| 5 it. 
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vou cannot but diſcover, that the Doctrine d 


it. Look into your Bible, and there you wil 


md it expreſly ſaid, Bleſſed are the Dead, who di: 


in the Lord; from henceforth now ſaith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from their Labours. Rev. xiy, 
13. But your Church tells us (as I have but noy 
ſhewn you) that 2% Souls of the Prous are far a 
Dime to be tormented in the Fire of Purgatary; 
_ there to be expiated | or purged] before they are 
admitted into Heaven: And it is generally ſup- 
poſed by you, that they may there continue for 
very many Years, or perhaps for Ages, if they 
are not ſooner delivered, either by Abundarce of 
Maſſes to be ſaid for them, or by a plenary In- 
dulgence from the Pope. Can you imagine, that 
this is the Re/? from their Labours, which the 
boly Spirit promiſes from henceforth unto thok 
who die in the Lord? Or would any of you think 


_ yourſelves at reſt, whilſt you are tormented in th 


Fire? And if the Pope, by a plenary: Indulgence 
can deliver whatever Souls he pleaſes from the 
exquiſite Torment of the Fire of Pargatory; is 


it not exceeding great Cruelry in him to ſuffe 


any of them to remain there, only that the Prigli 
and Fryars may get Money for faying Maſſes for 
them? Conſider this whole Matter ſeriouſly and 
impartially; and if you are not wilfully blind, 


Purgatory, and the Practice of your Church 
which is grounded thereupon, are a moſt et 
dent and palpable Impoſition upon the People. 
XXX. Did the Apoſtles every where teach the 
Chriſtian Church, under Pain of Damnation, to 
believe, that the Saints in Heaven are to be wil. 
ſhipped and prayed to? That their Relicks are 10 l 
worſhipped ® Or that their Images, as - th 
. Ref 455 
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Images of Chriſt and of the bleſſed Virgin, ought 15 . 
te had and retained, and that due Honour and 
IWirſhip ought to be given to them? Or, that the 


J 
p 
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Roman Church is the Mother and Miſtreſs of all 
VI Churches ? Or, that St. Peter was the Prince of. 
J e, Or, rler the Bbg of Rome, as 
„ Succe ſor, is the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt? Is. 


there the leaſt Intimation of any of theſe Things 


„in any Part of the holy Scriptures? And if the 
r Apoſtles not only taught them, but alſo declared 
„ them to be Part of the Chriſtian Faith, and ihe 
0 


Belief of them to be neceſſary to Salvation; is it 
to be imagined, that no Manner of Mention 
ſhould be made of them, or any of them, in all 
their Writings? On the contrary; are we nor 
every where in Scripture required to direct all 
dur Religious Worſhip to God alone? and can 

ny thing be more plainly forbid than the wor- 


nenipping of Images is in many Places of it? And 
wege ren in one of the Ten Commandments, which, 
„cu yourſelves allow to be as obligatory now to 
fie briſtians, as formerly to the cus? Did not 


en other Chriſtian Churches, and even the 


facburch of Rome itſelf, originally ſpring from 
and hat Mother. Church which was firſt planted at 
inc feruſalem? And if fo, how can the Roman 
e ; 


lurch be the Mother of all Churches ? Or if the 
man Church were appointed to be the Miftreſs 
all Churches, and this to be acknowledged by 


ll Chriſtians under the Penalty of Damnation, 
$ It to be believed, that the whole Nero Tefta-. 
nent ſhould be altogether ſilent about it? Or that 
5. Paul, in a large Epiſtle written to the Romans 
bout twenty fix Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, 
überein he handles many Points of Doctrine, 
mould not take the * otice of this impor- 

Hs tant 


tant Privilege belonging to their Church, where: M * 


all other Chriſtians, as well as they, were ſo l 
deeply concerned? and if St. Peter were, Biſhop MW * 
of Rome, and Head of the Church at the Time t 
When this Epiſtle was written, (as your Doctors I 
maintain) is it to be imagined, that St. Paul 1 
ſhould no where, in it take the leaſt Notice af 
him, altho' in the laſt Chapter of it he ſalutes F 
no leſs then fix and twenty Perſons. by their pro- oh 


er Names? Does not your own Catechiſm, in P 
the plain Words of St. Cyprian, acknowledge, t 
(as I have already ſhewn you) that our Bleſſed 1 

Saviour after his Reſurrection, gave equal Power WM ® 
to all the Apoſtles? And if the Power of all the 
Apoſtles was equal, how can St. Peter be looked Ml 
upon as the Prince of them? And therefore, ſup- 4 
poſing that St. Peter had been Biſhop of Ram, f 
(of which J do not find that there is Proof {ut- Þ 
ficient to ground an Article of Faith upon) yet, | 

how could this entitle. his Succeſſors in, that, See, 4 
more than all other Chriſtian Biſhops, to be th! ; 
Frcars ef Jeſus Chriſt? That St. Peter, in the - 

Capacity of an Apoſtle immediately. commiſſioned % 
by Jeſus Chi iſt, was endowed (as all the other I z, 
Apoſtles were) with Power and Authority over i , 

the whole Church will eaſily be granted: But I z, 

conſidering him barely in the Capacity of a Bi. 

Ap of ans ſingle See, his Power (I. do not fe c . 
Apel, büt) an Bijkop mult, of Courſe, te i © 

that of every other Biſhop, be confined: to that | * 
Diſtrict, in which he was placed, either by A. _ 

greement with the reſt of the Apoſtles, or by the FE 

Election or Appoincment, of, the, Church; I * 
therefore ic be granted, char the Biſhops of Ka i . 

ar Succeflors ro St, Peter in that ſingle See, have * 


„in 


he ordinary Power aud Authority, which i 
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had as Biſbop of that Place; yet how will it foſ- 
low, that they alſo have that extraordinary Por 
and Authority, which, as an Apoſtle, he is allowed 
to have had ver the whole Charch? I do but 
lightly touelr theſe Things, Which you may find 
more fully and ſolidly handled by the Proteſtant 
Writers; only that I may put you upon a farther 
Enquiry into the whole Matter; that you may 
not venture your eternal Salvation upon ſuch 
Pretences, as being artfully dreſſed up, may ar 


until you have received full and clear Satisfaction 
of the Truth and Validity of them. © 

XXXI. If I ſhould inſiſt upon eorry Addition, 
which the Council of Trent, and after them Pope 
Pius have made to the Catholic Faith, it would 
ſo far increaſe the Bulk of this Hadres, as per- 
| haps to diſcourage ſome of you from reading it: 


many more within it, of which therefore H cannet 
but take Notice. It is ſet down in-theſe Words; 
as you will find them, with the reſt, at the End 
of this Addreſs. I do alſo, without any doubt, 
recerve and profeſs all other Things which. have 
been delivered, defined; and declared by the ſa- 
cred Canons, Oecumenical Councils, and eſpecially 
by the hely Syned of Trent. Now, that the A- 
poſtles neither did nor could in this Manner teach 
the Chriſtian Church, is moſt manifeſt; the Ca- 
"Ts and Councils here pointed ar, and particu- 
larly the Syncd of Trent, having not been in being, 
until many Years and Ages after” their Death : _ 
And yet this is made a Part of that Profeſſion, - 
which (as I have already ſaid) was eſtabliſned in 
your Church by Pope Pius the Fourth, in pur- 
ance of the Decrees of the Council of Trent, 
| 8 e and 


the firſt Glance, perhaps look a little plauſibly, "IN 


But there is one of Pope Piuss, which carries 


% 


N 1 
and is at this Time owned by you as the true Cs. 60 
\#holick Faith, without which no Man can be ſavel. 
Perhaps you will think it ſufficient to juſtify you 
in making this Prefeſſian, that you believe all Ti 
the Docirines contained in | theſe Canons and Jo 
Councils, and in the Synod of Trent, to have been 


| taught by the Apoſtles, and thereby to have be. k 
come the Catholick Faith; and the Belief of them 0 
| neceſſary to Salvation. But have you read over 5, 
| all theſe Canons and Councils, or even the Adds of 0 


the Synod of Trent? Do you know all the ſever: 


1 and particular Doc i rines delivered, declared and dir i 
ii by them, and each of them ? And are you ſure, that 15 
ö | . every one of theſe Doctrines was not only taugt 5 
it by the Apoſtles, but taught as a Matter of Faith, 5 
9 | the Belief whereof is neceſſary to Salvation? And Th 
if if you are not ſure of this, how can you with 1 
4 good Conſcience receive and own this Part a Ni 
i Pope Pius's Profeſſion of Faith? I think, I have W. 
* already ſhewn you, that there is very juſt Ground 25 
„ to conclude, that ſome of the Doctrines defined a 
by the Synod of Trent, were never taught by de F 
Apoſtles; and much more- might be added to the fr 

fame Purpoſe, if at preſent there were Occafion wp 

for ir. Do not therefore thus ſwallow down vel 
whatever your Church propoſes to you; bit = 

firſt examine and try it; leſt inſtead of wholſom X 
Spiritual Food, you ſhould take that which , Dh 
noxious or poiſonous. _ 177 
XXXII. Upon Occaſions like this, ſome of 28 

your Perſuaſion have anſwered, chat all the Dor. 5 

irines contained in theſe Canons, and in the Acts of 1 

theſe Councils, and particululy of the Syn br "a 
Council of Trent, are either taken out of 10 whe 
Scripture, or delivered down from the Apolt f 

by Traditian, that the Church is alen Sg 


** * 
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fer Interpretations of Scripture, and alſo in de- 


ſuppoſed Infallibility of the Church has ſo dazzled. 


7 and even blinded the Underſtanding of many, of 
f you, that you will not be convinced of the moſt,” 
n croſs and palpable Abſurdities, when they are 
0 obtruded upon you under ſuch a venerable Name. 
5 This then being the fundamental Frinciple of all 
4 the Truth which you. maintain, if you are in the 
Ny Right, and of all your Errors, if you. are in the 
nd Wrong; let me beg and entreat you, as you va- 
1 Jac your eternal Happineſs, and if you would not 
Oo blindfold you know not whither ; Let me beg 
end entreat you (I ay) to take this Point into your 
nM ous Conſideration; and with: the moſt careful 
45. ad impartial Attention to read. and: thoroughly 


dur veigb, what I am now going. to lay beſore you 


pon this moſt important Subject. 


have entertained, touching the nfallibility of your 
of Church ; yet it is not. ſo much as pretended, that 
"i each fingle Chriſtian is infallible There is no- 
; of dricular Man amongſt you, but what muſt own- 
1dr is pofible he make be miſtaken ;, or. what 


bl other Reaton can be. given why, in thoſe Places 


des ere the Pope has moſt Power, even your 


= Se . . p 
af rned Men are not allowed, without a particus 


* Licence, to read the Books. of Hereticks, as: 
E 2. „ 


livering down ber Traditions; that is to ſay, 


WH where Faith is concerned. (For that in other 
7 bings, even the Church may poſſibly err, is not 
f denied, at leaſt by many of you) ſince then all theſe 
q Dafrines are (as you ſuppole) declared by an in- 
"Wh /411ib1 Church to be of Faith, you. think you are 
l bound to believe and receive them, without any 
"WH f:rther Examination or Tryal of them: And in- 
x deed I have often found that this Notiom of the 


XXXIII. Whatever Imaginations you may 
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_ - | your term them; neither are you permitted to 
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read the Holy Scriptures, no not even your own WM :n 
FulgarTran/lation of them (as it is commonly called) Wl ſol 
altho many of you underftand the Latin Tongue, Wl 6 
er to enter into any free Debate with us touching Wl lat 
ſuch Matters as are in Controverſy between us: In. 
What (T ſay) is, or can be the Reaſon of thele ing 
and ſuch like Prohibitions that are laid upon ev 
you, but only this, that your eccleſiaſtical Go- 2! 
vernors are very ſenfible, that there is not one int 
ſingle Man of you, but may poſſibly be deceived, WM cv: 
and led into Error, and even into Hereſy? yo 
then there be no ſingle Man of you, but what les 
may be miſtaken; is it not the Duty of eve-M of 
ry one of you to take all the care he, cn Cl: 
that he be not deceived in any one thing upon Ml of 
which his eternal Salvation depends? And if you en 
will take ſuch Things upon, truſt, without enquꝭ WW Fo 
ing the beſt you can into them; is it not at lealt H 
$ofible that your own Prie/t may himſelf be mi- be 
taken, and thereby | deceive you, as well as h not 
or any other of our Clergy? And how can youll of : 
be ſure, that you are not. miſtaken in this ven bot 
Point touching the Infallibility of. your Church nec 
(upon which you build your whole Religion) if you dot 
do not make the ſtricteſt Search you are able into Co 
the Grounds and Reafons of it? That there à Cal 
very great Uncertainty amongft yourſelves, touch for 
ing this fame Infallibility, is moſt notorioufly evil ka 
dent, in that they who are zealous for it, cannaſ cor 
in all this Time agree in ſeveral moſt materia_hl is 1 
Points about it; as for Inſtance, Whether it be ſuc 
placed in the Pope ſingly, or in a General Coun Mz 
cCil antecedently to the Pope's Confirmation, oi 


only in the Pope and Council in Conjunction ble 
W herher it be confined to Matters ＋ Jou 


„ 
ſtrictly ſo called ? or, Whether it extends to any 
and what other Matters? Whether it be an ab- 
ſolute Infallibility, or only conditional; that is to- 
fay, Provided that the Proceedings are duly regu». 
- WH 1:ted, and all proper Care be taken for ſufficient. 


nformation; with divers other Things concern- 
ing it, which are not yet determined and ſettled 
even amongſt your moſt learned Men: And if 
2 Man does not carefully and diligently enquire 
e into the whole Matter, how can he be ſure, that 
„even the very Claim of Infallibilty, upon which 
vou ſo much depend, is any more than a ground=- 
less Pretence * For if you are not znfallibly afſure# 


of every Point that is neceſſary to ſupport the 
Claim of Infallibility in its full Strength, your Belief 


eon it, muſt of Neceſſity rely upon a fallible 
„Foundation; juſt as if a Man ſhould build his 
all WY Houſe upon a Rock, and this Reck ſhould only 
ide ſupported by a Bank of Sand; the Sand, and 


not the Roc would properly be the Foundation 


en boch the Rock and the Houſe built upon it, muſt 
ah neceſfarily fall down together. There is no 
row doubt to be made, but that im all Matters of 
nto Conſequence, and eſpecially where our eternal 
Salvation is at Stake, every Man ought to ſeek 


for the beſt Aſſurance of which he is capable. 
Rational Aſſurance, that may be ſufficient . to- 
convince and. ſatisfy the Mind of a ſober Man, 


ſuch Aſſurance as thie, we never ſcruple to act in 
firiily infallible is what no ſingle Man is capa- 


* 


e 19% have (and indeed are capable of having] no 


more 


- 7 
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of ir, and of every Thing which is grounded up- 1 


of the Houſe : For if the Sand ſbould give ay, 


is what God has made us capable of > And. uporr 
x Matters of the greateſt Moment. But Affurance 
pO | | | 
on % /, becauſe 10 ſingle Mun is infallible = And if 


* 


. 
more than a rational Aſſurance of your Church's 
| tnfallibslity; it is impoſſible for you to have 
more than a rational 4fſurance of that Religion 
which is thereupon grounded. Nor can any of 
you have even a rational Aſſarance of this fame 
tnfallibihty, until the feveral Points, which 1 
have bur now mentioned, and all others which vn 
are ſtill, even amongſt yourſelves, in Controverſy tl 
about it, are rationally and fully cleared up to Ml ® 
— oo” EET OO en 

XXXIV. Ithink,. I have ſaid enough, to con- 


vince you, (if you will kearken to it) that you ſtr 
cannot, with Safety to your Souls, rely upon the . 
pretended Infallibiliiy Of your Church, until you age 
have made the moſt ſtrict Enquiry you are able, « 
into the Grounds and Reaſons of it, and are 1 


fully convinced both of it, and in what Perſon 
or Perſons it reſides. And whenever any of you 70 
fet yourfelves to do this, I beg you would take 5 


this one thing, among many others, into your Cal 
moſt ſerious Conſideration: That if any Argu- he 
ment which we bring to prove that 27 Church , 
of Rome has erred, and ſtill does err in any Malter + 
of Faith, be moſt evidently ſtronger thin all the a, 
Arguments which are brought to prove her to % 
be infall:blz; Her Pretence of Infallibility muſt Wl 
thereby of Neceſſity be for ever overthrown. ng 
For if ſhe has erred, and ſtill continues to ets, 1 


flie cannot be infallible; and the ſtronger Argu- 
ments muſt always take place before the weaker. "a 
Conſider then, I beſeech you, the ſeveral Argit- 
ments that are brought by Proteſtants to prove 
that the Church of Rome has fo erred, and con- del 
tinues to err in her ſeveral Doctrines concerning 
Tranſubftantiation, the Sacrifice of the Wals, tht 
Waorgpip of the Hoſt, the Communitnt under one = 
wo WE ; 5 , 01 


„ 2. 4} 
only, Purgatery, and the Warſhipping of Saints and 
Images, (to ſay nothing at preſent of the reſt of 
her Errors) read ſome of the Books that have 
been written by our Divines upon theſe ſeyeral 
Subjects; nay, do but well weigh the few 
Things that I have in this ſhort Aadreſs ſuggeſted 
to you about them, and obſerve how contrary all 
theſe Doctrines are to the Holy Scriptures, and 
one of them (I mean Tranſub/tantiation) as con- 
trary as it is poſſible for any Doctrine to be both 
to Senſe and Reaſons: And then compare our 
ſtrong and clear Arguments whereby we prove 
our Charge of Error, in theſe ſeveral Matters, 
2gainſt the Church of Rome, compare them (I fay) 
with thoſe poor, weak and perplexed ones, where- 


libility; and if you will be true to your own Souls, 
you cannot but reject and even ſpurt at this 
preſumptuous Pretence. For I am not willing to 
call it by as hard a Name as it deſerves. 8 
XXXV. Every Truth (eſpecially in Religion) 
the more it is enquired into, and the better both 
it and the Grounds of it are known, the more 
it fixes and confirms itſelf in the Minds of Men; 
and therefore our bleſſed Saviour tells us, that He | 
that doth Truth cometh to the Light, that his Deeds 
may be made manifeſt; Joh. iii. 21. But the 
molt likely Way for Error to find Reception, 
ls, that it be kept in a great Degree of Darkneſs 
and Obſcurity; for which Reaſon he tells us, in 
the foregoing Verſe, that every one that doth Evil, 
bateth the Light, neither tometh to the Light, left 
bis Deeds ſhould be reproved. Conſider then, I 
beſeech you, what care is taken by the Gover- 
| nors of your Church, to keep you all in a very 
gat Degree of Ignorance, and to hinder you from 
a : ſeeking 


by your Divines endeavour to eſtabliſh her Infal- 
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. 
ſeeking after more and more Knowledge, ever; | 
Matters of Faith, which yer they 3 ut N 
tary to be believed, in order to Salvation; and 
then judge, whether the Reaſon hereof can be Of 
any other than this, that they are apprehenſive, if 
vou ſhould make a farther Search, into theſe | 
Matters, and enquire into the Grounds and Rex 0 
ſons of them, you might probably make a Dil. Nr. 
_Covery of thoſe Errors in which they hold you, 
If any of you apply to a judicious Proteſtant for 
Inſtruction in Religion, he will give you ſuch a4 
Proof as is ſufficient fully to convince and fatish ff 
every ſober Man; and more than. this, no Ma, b. 
(#8 I have already ſhewn you,) is capable of) he ([ 
ſay) will give you mot rational Aſſurance that 
there is a God, who made the whole World by 
his Wiſdom and Power, and governs it by hi 
Providence; that the Chriſtian Religion is a Re. 
velation of God's Will to Mankind, made by 
Perſons whom he was pleaſed in an extraordinay 
Manner to inſpire and endow with Knowledge 
whereby they were enabled to make it known t 
the World; that the Holy Scriptures of tit 
New Teſtament were written by ſome. of thele 


Perſons who were fo inſpired, and therefore alli. 
to be received as the Word of God; that the that 
Holy Scriptures of the Old Teſtament are all Only 
his Word; that in theſe Holy Scriptures (elp ad, 
cially if we compare them one with the other) al imp: 
thoſe Things which God requires from Man, Ms 
order to his eternal Salvation, are ſo plainly de fopp 
| livered, that every ſober Man with moderate. 7 
Care and Diligence, may come to a ſufficien ur 
and ſatisfactory Knowledge of them; that the com: 
who have ſufficient Capacity and Opportunity fe 0 


ü, ought to endeayour as throughly as they 69 
| i | 5 2 7 


„ oo HPP 
to underſtand every Part of the Holy Scriptures ; 
but that, where Men have not ſuch Capacity or 
Opportunity, God requires no «ore from them, 
but they ſhould learn and practiſe ſuch Things as 
are neceſſary to their eternal Salvation; and laſt- 
ly, that the Tranſlations of the Holy Scriptures 
into the ſeveral Languages, of which we make 
Uſe, have no Miſtake or Error in them, that is 
deſtructive of, or dangerous to the Salvation of 
any Man: Of all this (I fay) a judicious Pro- 
teftant will give ſuch rational Aſſurance, as is 
abundantly ſufficient to convince and fatisfy every 
ſober Man: And fince no ſingle Man jis infallible; 
what more can any of you or us expect or de- 
lire? Or what indeed are we capable of, beyond 
ſuch a Rational Aſſurance? And, when all this is 
done, he will take the Holy Scriptures, in ſuch a 
Linguage as you underſtand, and there he will 
ſew you, in as plain Words as can be made Uſe 
of, all that God requires to be believed and done 
by you in order to your being eternally happy in 
the Life to come. This is the plain and rational 
Way that a judicious Proteſtant would take to in- 
ſtruct you in Religion, if you would think. fir to 
bearken to it; and in this Method it is manifeſt, 
hat a Chriſtian of a moderate Capacity may not 
oy ſatisfy his own Conſcience, but alſo give 
luthicient Satisfaction to every Gainſayer, Who 
impartially attends to it, touching the Truth of 
his Religion, and the Ground of it. Now let us 
luppoſe, that any of you ſhould apply to a Prigſt 
or B:hop of your own Communion for the like 
lnſtruction: According to the Method ' moſt: 
commonly uſed in your Church, he will give 
jou a Liſt of Doctrines, Duties, and Sins, and 
ell you, that if you firmly believe theſe Do- 
| ls - Cirines - 
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carefully avoid theſe Sins, you will certainly 
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be ſaved: If you ask, concerning the Do. | 
frines (which are the Foundation of all the reſt) Ml tc 
how you are to be convinced of the Truth le. 
of them; for that without ſuch Conviction Wl fc 


it is impoſſible for you to belieye them; be will WM u; 


tell you, chat this is the Faith of the Church, to de 
which therefore you are bound to give your full or 
Aſſent: And if you ask, upon what Ground does C 
the Church receive and believe theſe Doctrines, WM i, 
and make every one of them a Part of the Chri- ig 


flian Faith, and the Belief of them neceſſary ro Wl Q 


Salvation; he will tell you, that this is an En- WW Ar 
quiry which you ought not to take upon you to di. 
make; for that it is your Duty to Ide in an entire Ml (v 


Submiſſion ta the Deciſions of the Church, and nt Ml iv 


to inform yourſelves of any other Thing, fave on) the 
to know what ſhe teaches you; it being impaſſible for to 
ou to be deceived whilſt you hrarten to ber. I cir 
ſpeak the Words which the Biſhop of Vivien I giv 


"puts. into the Mouth of this ew: Converts in Wl bas 


France, in a Book of 1n/trudtions by his Order, ¶ nec 
and, with Approbation and Privilege, publiſhed W j01 


for them, Part. 1. Int. 6. The Words in the i ce. 
French, which I have exactly tranſlated, are - ber 


De vivre dans une entiere ſoumiſſiom aux deciſions d ¶ tho! 
PEgliſe, . & de ne m informen point d\autre choſe IN ou 
que de ſcavoir ce qu elle nous enſeigne, ne pauvant me ll the 
tromper en Pecoutant. But if you: ſhould farther I ſho; 
inſiſt, and ſay, that we ought always t0 be ready WY ins 


to ſatisfy every one, who aſteth us a Reaſon of ihe ¶ ma 


Hape that 1s in US; AS St. Peter requires, I. Pat. lure, 
iii. 15 And that this Anſwer would never gie hey 
the leaſt Satisfaction to any one who is not be- 


fore · hand perſuaded of the Authority of the 
. | SE: - Church 


e 


Church: And if upon this you ſhould farther de- 


mand, Firſt, How it can be proved, that God 
has commanded you thus to give yourſelves up 


to be guided by any Society of Men who are cal- 


Jed the Church? Secondly, How you are to be ſuf- 


ficiently informed, who thoſe Men are that make 
up this Church, by which you are thus to be gui- 
ded? And, Thirdly, Who it is, that has unqueſti- 


| onable Authority to propoſe the Doctrine of the 


Church to you, and alſo to expound or explain 
i, in Caſe that, in any Inſtance, you ſhould not 
rizhtly underſtand it? To the two former of theſe 
Queſtions, he will perhaps make ſome Offer at an 

Anſwer, which yet you will find to have no Soli- _ 
diy or real Satisfaction in it: But to the laſt 
(wichour a ſufficient Anſwer to which, his An- 

ſwers to the two others, even if they were in 
themſelves good, would manifeſtly be of no Uſe. 
to you) to-the laſt of theſe Queſtions (I fay) he 
can have no ſort of Anſwer, that I know. of, to 
give you, but that which in private Converſation 
bas been given to me by ſome even of your lear- 
ned Men; which is, that, for Information herein, 
you muſt depend upon the Knowledge and Sin- 
cecity of your Paſtor, whoſe Buſineſs it is to un- 
derſtand theſe Matters, and therein to inſtruct 
thole who are committed to his Care: And if 
you 25k, why you may not as well depend upon 

the Knowledge and Sincerity of a Proteſtant Bi _ 
ſhop or Clergyman, who may have as much Learn- 

ing and Honeſty as any of your own, and who 

makes it his Buſineſs to underſtand the Holy Scrip- + 
ures, and out of them to inſtruct all that will 

beuken to him, in the Way of Salvation; I know 

no Colour, or even Shadow of a Reply that can 
be given you, And therefore, the Method that 
ö»; ay: 
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| « he was near his Death, was queſtioned by the 


oe 0 12 5 
ome of your 5 learned Men have taken, to 
avoid being preſſed by ſuch Queſtions as theſe, i i 
to adviſe you to enter into no Debates about Mar. WM c: 
ters of Faith, but wholly to content yourſelves Ml « 
with what is commonly called Fides Carbonaria, Ml « 
or the poor Colliers Faith; I believe what e 
Church believes : The Church: believes what I b. 
lieve, (and fo again and again) which is all . 
the Anſwer they adviſe you to give whenever . 
you are puzzled with any Queſtions concerning ill « 
your Faith. Now how this can be look'd ap- 6 


on as Faith, or how ſuch a Profeſſion can, with Wi « 


a good Conſcience, be made, even by an ignorant . 


5 Man, if he has the leaſt Degree of Underſtand- Wl «« 
ing, is more than I am able ro apprehend; and . 


yet even Bellarmine himſelf (the moſt $kilful of 6 | 
your Controverſial Writers) expreſſ.s great Appro- I « | 


© bation of it, as being the ſafeſt even for a learned Ml « | 


(and much more then certainly for an unlearned 46 
Man. The Hiſtory, as he ſets it down from an-, 
other of your learned Writers, Peter Baracius, MM « ( 
Biſhop of Padua, is, in ſhort, this: There were i « | 
& two learned Men, excellent Diſputants, of good 
« Morals, and very religious. One of theſe, when 


„Devil concerning. his Faith ; ; and believing be I be, 
« had Skill enough to defend 4 he entered into very 
c a Diſputation with the Tempter, about ſome of I C.//; 
« the Particulars of it. But the Devil was too com 
«« cunning for him, and, in the Progreſs of the I eithe 
«©. Debate, drew him into Error, touching ſome Se, 
<< Particulars of the Athanaſian Creed. Upon Wl the: 
<« which, Death ſeizing him, he was condemned men. 
& to the Flames of Hell: And ſoon afcer, m Make 
<« ing in this ſad Condition to the other Man, u ho Faith 

ec had been his Friend and CO he gave BY what 
£4 « h him You 1 


| | ( 63 ) : 


« him an Account of the whole Matter. Upon 


« this, the other learned Man, conſulting with 
« ſach of his Friends as he thought beſt able to 
c adviſe him, was reſolved to take a ſafer Way. 
« And therefore, when the Devil, in the like 
«© manner, enquired into his Faith, and asked 


« him, what he believed? His Anſwer was, that 


«he believed what his Mother the Church belie- 
« ved. The Devil then asked him, what his Mo- 


& ther the Church believed? To which his Anſwer _ 
« was, She believes what J believe. And, as if 


the ſame Queſtions had again and again been 
put to him, he continued, in the Hearing 
of the Standers-by, to ſay, J believe what the 


« Church believes, and the Church believes what 1 


* believe 3 and never left off to repeat the ſame 
* Words until he died. And after a few Days 
he appeared to thoſe who had given him this 
* Advice, and gave them Thanks, that, by their 
* Counſel, he had aſcended into the Kingdom of 
“ Heaven.” As ridiculous as this Story appears 
to be, it is related by Bellarmine in the molt ſeri- 
dus manner, in his Treatiſe, Of the Art of Dying 
wel, Book II. Chap. 
he, as well as others of your learned Men, had a 
very high Opinion of the Fides Carbvnaria, or the 
Gllier's Faith, altho' he does not call it by that 


common Name. Add to this, that all of you are 


cither wholly debarred from reading the Holy 
Scriptures, or if any of you are allowed to read 
ew, you are ſtrictly forbidden to form any Judg- 


ment or Opinion of your own upon them, or to 
wake any Interpretation of them in Matters of 


Faith, but what your Church makes for you; that 
what this Interpretation is, there are very few of 
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9. and ſufficiently ſhews, that 


ou chat have any other Way to know, but as you 


. 
— —— ö— uqàꝓł—Uü ᷣꝛꝛ— 
— — —— 


. 
* 
o 
—__ 
* of 
1 * 
1 
1 . 
af * 
1 H 
1 | 
4] „ 
10 4 
7 A 
o 1 "ll — 
. K* 4 
1 2 
WT : 
14 : 
WE 1 . F 
N. 5 [4 
* R 
ot # 
1 . * 
A . 
. : 
7 pI 
a7 72 
n 
e 
\ . 2 
11, 0, 35008 
; #0 
; 1 74 i} A — 
n 
71 19 1 
ry = > : * 
ia 4 
1 
id * 
* iq 1 
l 4 
2 : 
3 
! 
; 4 
| : 
. 4 
: 1 


= Fa 
* . 
* 


N 


muſt take the Word of your Prigſt for it; that all 


your publick Worſhip, from whence you might 
Hope to receive ſome Inſtruction, is performed in 


an unknown Tongue; and that ſcarce any of you 
are allowed to read any other Books of Religion, 


except thoſe which are recommended to you by 


your own Clergy. Conſider all this (I fay) in the 
moſt ſerious Manner, and then judge, whether 
you have not the greateſt Reaſon that can be, to 
ſuſpect that you are held in Error, fince fo much 


Care is taken to keep you in groſs Ignorance. 


XXXVI. It is not my Deſign at preſent, to 
e:nfute the Errors into which your Church has led 


you ; which has already been often, with great 


Strength of Judgment, done by many of our Pri- 


_ Teftant Writers: My only Aim in this Adareſs (as 


I told you in the Beginning of it) is to put you 


upon a ſerious and diligent Enquiry into the Truth 
and Lawfulneſs of the ſeveral Things which you 


profeſs and practiſe ; that you may not ſuffer your 
ſelyes to be kept in Ignorance of the Grounds and 
Reaſons of any Thing upon which you are made 
to believe that your Eternal Salvation depends. [ 
might indeed add many more Conſiderations, up- 
on this Subject, to thoſe which I have here uſed, 
But if what I have ſaid will not awaken you out 
of that religious Lethargy in which the Generality 


of you ſeem to me to be, I fear that all I am able 


further to ſay will have but little Effect upon you. 


However, my Prayers ſhall never be wanting for 


you, nor my Endeavours to bring you into the 
right Way, if any of you, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, will accept of them. 5 


According to my Promiſe, I here ſubjoin the 


Additions, or new Articles, which Pope Pius IV. 


in Purſuance of the Determinations of the Cour 
4 1 4 3 


— K 8 
*. ** Y 
IE © hee 5 
; 20> {<> 


cil of Trent, has linked with the ancient Catholick © 
Faith, in the Profeſſion of Faith by him firſt pub- 


u liſhed in the Year 1564, wherein you will find, 
n, chat he makes the new Faith alike neceſſary to 
7 Salvation with the old. _ 
No The former Part of this Profeſſion of Faith is 
er 2 Recital of the Creed commonly called the N- 
one Creed, which we receive alike with you; and 
+ Wl 2ccordingly have it inſerted in our publick Litur- 
py, in the Order for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 
to WM $:2per. To this Creed Pope Pius adds, and con- 
ed vects with it, the following Articles, as I have here 


en exactly tranſlated them from the Original Latin: 


(a « I moſt firmly admit and embrace the Apoſto- 
ou © lical and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, and all the 
uh other Obſervances and Conſtitutions of the 
ou © fame Church. 5 c 


n © 1 do likewiſe admit the Holy Scriptures ac- 
ae © cording to that Senſe which Holy Mother 
1 © Church doth, to whom it belongs to judge of 
up- the true Senſe and Interpretation of the Holy 
ed. Scriptures: Nor will I ever receive and inter- 
out“ pret them otherwiſe than according to the 
lin © unanimous Conſent of the Fathers. 
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o. * TI do alſo profeſs, that there are truly and 
for , Properly Seven Sacraments of the New Law, 
the inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and ne- 


ho , ceſſary to the Salvation of Mankind, though 
I, not all of them to every one: That is to ſay, 
Fn. Baptiſm, Confirmation, the Euchariſt, Penance, 

be Extreme Unction, Orders, and Matrimony ; 


W.. and that they do confer Grace; and that of 
+ iteſe, Baptiſm, Confirmation, and Orders may 
5 BY | % n 
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* not be repeated without he 1 d0 all 


« receive and admit the received and approved 


Rights of the Catholick Church in the ſolemn ? 


m Adminiſtration of the aboveſaid Sacraments. | « 


1 do embrace and receive all and every thing Ml © 
te that hath been defined and declared by the Ho. 
© ly Synod of Trent, concerning Original Sin and | 


Fe, * Juſtification. , X 


64 J do, in like Manner, profeſs, that in the N 
r Mals there i is offered a true, proper, and pro- 
< pitiatory Sacrifice for the Living and the Dead; 
< and that in the moſt holy Sacrament of the Eu- WW © « 
e chariſt, there is truly, really, and ſubſtantially, “ 


< the Body and Blood, together with the Soul and “ 


wo 4 Divinity of our Lord Jeſ us Chriſt; and that WM ©: 
& there is a Converſion made of the whole Sub- f 


© ſtance of the Bread into the Body, and of the 


cc whole Subſtance of the Wine into the Blood, 0 


« which Converſion the Catholick Church alk yp 
5 * Tranſub/fantiation. # | * li 
h 180 | (4 4 

& I confeſs alſo, that under one Kind only, Ml © |; 
whole and entire Jeſus and a true Sacrament, W 2 
Sis received. v 


«T6 "TE hold, that there is a a Purgatory, "0 
and that the Souls there detained are relieyed 
15 by the Suffrages of the F aithful. : 1 
W 
c And, in like manner, that the Saints, reign- f [ 
* ing together with Chriſt, are to be worſhipped W as 
< and pray'd to; and that they do offer Prayers W e 
& unto God for us; and that their W are to e 


7 
S#- + my 
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c do moſt [rank aſſert, hw the Eg of 

« Chriſt, and of the ever Virgin Mother of God, 

« and of the other Saints, ought to be had and 

© retained, and that due Honour and TORY 
( ought to be given to them. | 


© gences was left by Chrift in the Church; and 
that the Uſe of them is of moſt great Safety to 
© Chriſtian People. | 


„acknowledge this Holy Catholick and Apo- 
& ſtolick Roman Church, to be the Mother and 
« Miſtreſs of all Churches; and I do promiſe 
* :nd {wear true Obedience to the Roman Pope, 
* the Succeſſor of St. Peter, Prince of the Apo- 
6 few and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. 


— 


* do alſo, without any Doubt, receive and 


4 Canons and Oecumenical Councils, and chief- 


„ | by the Sacred Holy Synod of Trent; and 
It, Al contrary. Things and Hereſies whatſoe- 


„ver, condemned, rejected, and curſed by the 


5 ( curſe. 


n- 41 freely profeſs and fully hold, I will take Care, 
ed as much as ſhall lie in me, (wich God's Help) 
ers e conſtantly to keep whole and inviolate, and to 
to confels the ſame unto the laſt Breath of my 


© Alſo I do affirm, that the Pod, I Indul- 


* profeſs all other Things which have been de- : 
* livered, defined, and "declared by the Holy 


Church, I do likewiſe condemns, g ank 


Nate, & This true Catholick Faith, * 1 
4 hich no Man can be ſaved, which at this Time 
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. ; and ut it be held, ; age and Puschel 
* by thoſe under my Power, or of whom the 


| © Care ſhall belong to me in my Profeſſion, M 
1 & This I the ſaid V. do promiſe, vow, and ( 
i * ſwear, o . me God, and the e God's 0 
=- ; y 
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